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For President Norman Thomas 





PARTY URGES 


NATION TAKE 
OVER INDUSTRY 


Eloquent Document Demands Aid For 
Unemployed and Needy Aid-Social In- 
surance Proposed-Nicaraguan War De- 
nounced 


NATIONAL PLATFORM OF THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY—ADOPTED IN NEW YORK, 
APRIL 17TH 1928 


PREAMBLE 
WE AMERICANS are told that we live in the most prosperous 
country in the world. Certainly, our natural resources, our 
mechanical equipment, our physical power, the technical capacity of 
our engirteers, and the skill of our workers in farm and factory make 
it possible for us to attain a level of well-being of which our fathers 
never dared to dream. 

Yet poverty abounds. The owners of our natural resources and 
industrial equipment and the government which they have made 
virtually their tool have not given us plenty, freedom or peace in any 
such degree as we have the righz and duty to demand. 

Men are hungry while farmers go bankrupt for lack of effective de- 
mand for food. Tenant farming has reached a proportion of almost 
40 per cent.; more than 40 per cent. of the value of farm lands is 
covered by mortgages. Industrial workers are scarcely better off. 
In good years there are at least 1,000,000 unemployed. By a con- 
servative estimate in these times of stock market prosperity the num- 
ber has arisen to 4,000,000. About 1-3 of those of our population 65 
years of age and upward, are at least partially dependent upon some 
form of charity. While real wages have risen for certain groups 
they have risen scarcely more than half the increase of productive 
power of the workers. And what gains have been made are far 
from universal as the misery of textile workers and the tragedy of 
the coal fields—to cite only two examples—abundantly proves. In 
fact at the present time a majority of workers obtain a wage in- 
tufficient to maintain themselves and families in health and decency. 
Furthermore the rapid increase in the use of machinery and the 
growing intensity of work are leading to quicker exhaustion and 
greater insecurity. 

Unions Bereft of Rights By Class Justice 

Meanwhile the owning class has been using the government to 
curtail the power of the workers whose organized might, especially 
through their unions, chiefly responsible for whatever ma- 
terial gains they have made. ‘To curb the wokers, civil liberties are 
denied, injunctions are invoked against union activities and the courts 
are made the instruments of that class justice of which the Mooney 
case and the legalized murder of Sacco and Vanzetti were conspicuous 
~xamples. ; 
a only plenty and freedom but peace is endangered by this 
system under which the many are exploited for the proht of the few. 
Sons of the workers now die in President Coolidge’s infamous little 
in Nicaragua, as they died in President W ilson’s 
similar wars in Hz Santo Domingo and Mexico, and above all in 
istic war born of the trade and financial rivalries 
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i i age of the workers 1S : 
aed acts of farmers and workers of hand and brain, through 
their cooperatives, unions and political party, can save us. We must 
make government in cities, states and nation the servant ot the people. 

own political party. We cannot place our trust 
political Messiahs,. Bitter experience has proved 
t the alternate rule of the Republican and Dem- 
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trol the government by what it does 
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sion and corruption ma ur alleged democracy largely an illusion. 
Corruption is natural under parties which are the tools of the forces 
of privilege. It has become a cepted even by the men who are vic- 
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Labor's Weapon in the Class Struggle ; 
These things need not be The Socialist Party offers itself as the 
political party of the producing classes the workers in farm, tactory, 
mine or office it is our political weapon in the class struggle 
and in its triumph lies our hope of ending that struggle. Our 
record proves our gi faith. As the only democratic labor party in 
the United States, we stand now as always, in America and in all 
lands, for the collective ownership of natural resources and basic 
industries and th@r democratic management for the use and beneft 
of all instead of the private profit of the privileged few. 
With this ultimate aim in view, the Socialist Party enters the pre- 


(Continued on following page) 
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NOMINATIONS 
AT THRILLING 
SESSION IN N.Y 


Waldman In Nominating Speech Says 
Thomas Will Match “New Socialism” 
With “New Tammany”, and “Social En- 
gineer” With “Civil Engineer”—Ovation 
For Candidates 


By McAlister Coleman 


THE nominations of Norman Thomas for President and James H. 
: Maurer for Vice-President, made on Monday afternoon’s meet- 
ing of the Socialist Convention, came as the thrilling climax of one 
of the most spirited and colorful gatherings which the Socialists of 
this country have held in many years. = 

When Louis Waldman of New York, former member of # 
New York State Assembly, placed Thomas’ name before the co 
vention, the delegates rose up and gave vent to all the enthusiasm 
which had been rising steadily within them since the magnificent 
mass meeting of the past Friday. They cheered and cheered again. 
There was no band, there were no cheer leaders. There was none of 
the usual noise-making apparatus, the hokum of holler, that is em- 
ployed at most conventions to give the newspapermen an opportu- 
nity to put time-watches on the shouting, with true American effi- 
ciency. 





The Worker’s Man is Named 

Here was a matter of spontaneous combustion. The working-men 
and women who filled the floor and hung out over the galleries had 
good husky lungs, and they used them to full effect. They banged 
big hands together. They slapped the broad backs of their neigh- 
bors. And then from up near the roof the Yipsels gave tongue. 
For blocks around the Finnish Hall busy Harlem stopped dead in its 
tracks, wondering what was going on at 127th street and Fifth ave- 
nue. The boom of flashlights set off by newspaper photographers 
added to the din. The workers had named their man. 

Presently, after the shouting had died down a bit, Thomas came 
striding through the hall, and the tumult started all over again. 

It seemed as though everyone in the place wanted to stand up on 
the platform in front of Thomas and tell the folks what a grand man 
he was. Sitting beside Chairman Algernon Lee, Norman shifted 
embarrassedly as one delegate after another shouted through the 
smoke-hung air high praises of the Socialist candidate. 

Waldman’s speech might well serve as a model for old-line poli- 
ticians, it was so concisely to the point. He began by saying that 
in his judgntent the standard-bearer of the Socialist party for 1928 
must have three prime qualifications. 

Waldman’s Nominating Speech 

“Fellow delegates, comrades, friends’, Waldman began. “The 
standard bearer of the Socialist Party for 1928, in my judgment, 
must have three prime qualifications. First, he must be a loyal mem- 
ber of the Socialist Party.. Second, he must be an excellent speaker. 
Third, he must be a great constructive Socialist statesman. He must 
follow, in the light of principles of the Socialist Party, in the foot- 
steps of those great Americans, Abraham Lincoln, Wendell Phillips, 
Lloyd Garrison and Eugene V. Debs. The man whom I shall name to 
this convention as candidate for president was born in a state which 
has for the past six years been discredited by the Republican admin- 
istration. He was born in Marion, Ohio. By his nomination and 
campaign he shall once again vindicate the name of that state. 

“He is a graduate of Princeton University, and has carried his aca- 
demic training into the field of labor. For the past twelve years we 
have known him here in New York. He has been active in every 
labor union battle. Whether it was close at hand, as in the case of 
the Passaic textile workers, or far away in the mines, whether it has 
concerned foreigners, as with the paper-box makers, or Americans 
in Illinois, the candidate has been thick in the fight on the side of the 
trade unions. 

“But the Socialist Party represents not only men and women who 
toil with their hands, but those who toil with their minds as well. 
And the candidate who is named for President has been an active 
leader in the liberal as well as the trade union movement. During 
the United States government’s policy of repression, the man I am 
referring to was through the Civil Liberties Union foremost in the 
battle for men and women who were incarcerated under that policy 
—no matter how humble those whose liberties were threatened. 

“A Constructive Socialist Statesman” 

“The candidate is a journalist of the first class. For sometime he 
was the editor of a large daily paper in New York. He is founder 
and editor of a weekly newspaper today, is associate editor of the 
Nation, the foremost liberal weekly of the country, and associate 
editor of The New Leader. He is the author of several works and 
of pamphlets dealing with social and economic subjects. 

“The Socialist Party offers not only negative criticism of the gov- 
ernment. We offer to the nation a constructive program as .well as 
a constructive criticism. We offer our candidates not only for what 
they oppose but for what they propose. And I don't know of any 

(Continued on following page) 
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fence at Dinner 
Up Loree Fcilecisa in 
the Party 


By James @neall - 
7 REE outstanding features of the na- 
"tional convention of; the Socialist 
will not be forgotten by. delegates 
| visitors who atterided. The great 
necting in the.Manhattan Opera 
ay night was the largest af- 
‘in years.. On Saturday, night 
és and ‘their friends gathered 
tion hall te enjoy an enter- 
provided by New. York Social- 
Sunday right. dinner at which 
od attended: - 
the time announced for. the 
1g Of the meeting «in’ the..Manhat- 
Yera. House the building was filled. 
people were. crowded’ in ‘the 
the galleries ard’ the’ stage. 
#nners of trade utiions; Socialist: 
Party branches and Workmen’s Circles 
% 4 were isplayed in various parts of the 
: Bivery aspéet of the’ meeting; re- 
jottie days before. war despotism 
and. left folly had! shattered a compact 
eh organization. 
4 With a few brief remarks Louis Wald- 
man introduced William H. Henry, Na- 
tional Executive Secretary, who read 
“the roll of the delegates and then in-+ 
troduced Morris Hillquit as temporary 
Chairman. Hillquit’s address was.listen- | 
ed to with rapt attention as it was an-| 
nounced as the keynote speech of the 
"eorvention. He was frequently irter- 
| - rupted with applause. 
The other speakers included William 
f Karlin, Norman Thomas and Jacob Pan- 
_ Ken of New York, James H. Maurer of 
' Pennsylvania, Daniel) Hoan, Mayor of | 
ukee, and Congressmar Victor L. | 
r, of Wisconsin. The New Leader | 
the addresses of Hillquit, Tho- | 
mas, Sharts and Maurer in the issue of | 
‘last week; Mayor Hoan brought 
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down | 
the Holise by declaring that no police- | 
man could hold his job in Milwaukee if | 
he clubbed a striker. Panken ridiculed 
he the policy of sending marines to Nicara- 
~~ gua to insure honest elections, declar- 
ing that they were more needed in Chi- 
cago. Congressman Berger said that 
quite a number of Congressmen had 
told him that it would be a good influ- 
enee upon Corgress if a hundred Social- 
ists-sat in that body. He added that 
-were 10,000 reasons why no Con- 
man was willing to make way for a 
ocialist, the reference to the salary of 
Bongressmen invoking a ripple of laugh- 


ae William Karlin devoted his remarks to 
>. @ plea for contributions to the natioral 
campaign fund, explaining the need of 
getting organizers in the field and help- 
ing.the weaker states. The result was 
" total contributions of $1,700. 
'-*The meeting made a marked impres- 
Sion upor Socialists who for years have 
worked and waited for a return of the 
ol@ enthusiastic spirit. “Wonderful 
iting,’ “the spirit was great,” “we 
coming back with a bang,” and sim- 
ilar exelamations were heard on all sides. 
7 ‘Tojecialists who come from a distance 
the’ meeting was a revelation and an 
: — which they will carry back 


i. See 
Saturday night delegates and 
gathered in the Finnish Build- 
ing to enjoy ar: entertainment. and re- 
eeption. The musical’ numbers inelud- 
ed: a: number of violin selections by the 
noted artist, Solomen Deutsch, bread 
* panied by V. Gianini. Mrs. Mary A. 

Gates, a favorite of Socialist = 
+» igs for many years, rendered a num-| 
ber of solos, accomparied by her er] 
ter, Miss Elizabeth Gates. 

A satire was staged in a skit entitled | 
_ “Ohm With the Revolution.” The scene 
was an East Side Socialist meeting un- 
der a street lamp which Julius Uman- | 
sky, Executive Secretary of the Yipsels, 
Opened as chairman. The unterrified | 
Chairman soon attracted an audience, in- 
cludirg a drunken wretch with a brist- 
ling mustache, who persisted in inter- 
mipting- the chairman and, later, the 
“speaker of the evening’. This wretch 
proved to be August Claessens. 
-@MeAlister Coleman proved to be the 
Speaker but the mob did not appear to 
relish his classic eloquence. Mac was a 
candidate for something and appeared 
bo have an itch for office. He was con- 
tartly pestered with questions and made 
heroic attempts to answer them as a 
esman, but got all balled up because 
@f the near-riots of the audience and 
the meeting finally broke up in disor- 
| @er, -A-few Communists eager for an 
/ immediate revolution were responsible 
| for postponing the great day. 

The banquet Sunday evenirg in Park 
Palace was an immense affair. All of the 
Gme thousand reservations were taken. 
Abesham Shiplacoff of the Pocketbook 
) Me@Kers was toastmaster who called upon 
William Van Essen of Pennsylvania. The 
speaker paid a tribute to “Jim” Maurer 
amd his services to the, working class 
of Pennsylvania and then presented 
Maurer with flowers from the Penn- 
sylvania delegation. 
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Norman, Thomas. made an came from 
address which set the diners | branches, Workmen’s Circles, 


role. In aft: earnest speech | King has been ar earnest worker for/a 
ed’ the experience of the| the establishment of a fraternal 
Party in recent years afid’ the) surdnee society for Socia'ists and the| 

ace it. and then an-| firs, group of the Sons of Vulcan was! 
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man who. will be better able to match the “new Tammany” with the 
new Socialism; I don’t know of any man who will better face the civil 
aaliber whom the Republicans are likely to nominate with the pro- 
gressive principles: of the social engineer; any ‘man with a clearer voice 
and a better brain-than the man I am about to name as candidate for 
the Socialist Party. Whether he is mentioned at Yale College, or among 
laborers ‘in ‘the coal mines, or in political and liberal groups, the man is 
respected and: loved. 
“T take great pleasure in nominating, on behalf 
_State delegation its eqopted son, Norman Thomas.” 


Something. Goal Out of Ohio, Sharts Says 

Then, after Thomas’ had entered the hall, came Cameron King of 
California to assure the’ délegates that out by the shores of the Pacific 
the Socialists: would bé very much on,the job from now until next No- 
vember. And there was Joseph W. Sharts of Ohio, saying, “‘The nomina- 
tion of Thomas proves that) seme good thing can come out of Ohio.” 
Business had called Victor Berger out of the hall when Waldman was 
speaking, but he got back in time to say that Milwaukee will be very 
much there next fall, 

“The finest thing about ‘Thomas is that unlike so many of the in- 
telligentsia; he came with us in perilous times, rather than running away 
from us,” Berger -said. 

The enthusiasm evoked by Thomas’ appearance was very nearly matched 
by the way the delegates received the stirring speech of Frank Cross- 
waith. “Frank was the-only Negro among: the delegates, but his race 
Had a,worthy. representative: Waldman: had: mentioned the names of 
Lincolr}: Phillips, and Garrison. These names called up in Crosswaith’s 
heart the mémories of all that his race had suffered. And he spoke 
with a certain sombre, brooding eloquence that kept his hearers in tense 
silence until the end, when they rendered this courageous young or- 
ganizer a fitting tribute. Frank had his four youngsters in the back 
of the hall, and it was a prideful moment for them when the dele- 
gates roared their appreciation of their father’s speech. 


of the New York 


Thomas Accepts the Nomination 

Now you must know that the machinery of old-line political con- 
ventions so functions that weeks elapse before the nomination and the 
solemn time when the surprised candidate hears about it. He is vis- 
ited by a high-hatted, frock-coated delegation to whom he delivers a 
set speech, the result of the feverish activity of-party hacks, and press- 
agents. But this was no old-line convention. One of the candidates was 
sitting on the stage, the other among-the rank and file of his Penn- 
sylvania delegation. And when finally the gavel of Lee and the im- 
ploring gestures of Secretary Henry had got the convention into .some 
sort of order, Norman Thomias stood up straight, all six feet three of 
him, and spoke to us very simply about the things that were in his heart. 

In the self-same hall where Gene Debs: was nominated for the Presi- 
dency by the Socialists back in 1920, (what time Gene was behind the 
bars in Atlanta for his fiery defiance of the war-lords,) Thomas said 
that he felt it was a higher honor to be in apostolic succession to Gene 
Debs than any possible victory at the polls might bring. 


Thomas’ First Thought For The Unemployed 

“T do not claim to be a successor to Debs,” said Thomas, “but I do 
say that we must carry on the fight for the cause he so greatly loved, 
and for which he so greatly suffered.” Turning to Crosswaith, Thomas 
recalled the fact, that the candidate’s grandfather had been among the 
first to establish schools for the education of Negroes just after the 
Civil War. “I don’t know whether my grandfather would accept all 
the principles for which I stand today,’ ’said Thomas with a smile, ‘but 
I do know he would be for anything which would help to lighten the 
burden of Negroes in America.” Then he looked up into the gallery, 
where a delegation of the unemployed, who have been fed at soup- 
kitchens by the Socialist Consumers’ League, were gathered. He said 
that he was proud to be nominated in their presence because, alone of 
the political parties, the Socialists proposed immediate steps for unem- 
ployment relief. 

Then pledging himself to the principles of ‘the party platform, and 
emphasizing the need for farmers and workers to make common cause 
in their struggles against capitalist oppression, Thomas wé&s finished. 

William. Van Nessen of Pittsburgh nominated Jim Maurer, his Reading 
neighbor. Morris Hillquit seconded the nomination in a speech in which 
he pointed out the heroic quality of Jim's sacrifice in playing ‘second 
fiddle” as Hillquit put it. Jim Oneal promised the candidates they would 
have a campaign organ of their very own—The New Leader, and amid 
a fresh demonstration the man who embodies the history of the Amer- 
ican worker came on to the platform to keep the delegates rocking with 
laughter with his reminiscences of pioneer days in the movement. 


A Great Day For American Socialism 


At the end of two hours of steady speech-making, hand-clapping and . 


cheering, the delegates went back to the routine job of set convention 
business, convinced that the sixteenth day of April, 1928, will'loom big 
in the future history of Socialism in America. Before their eyes they 
had seen a party, young from the standpoint of mere years, but with 
the deep wounds of many bitter battles, come erect from its knees and 
take its place once more in the vanguard of the forward march of the 
American workers. They had named two men, ene an economist, jour- 
nalist and champion of labor; a leader in the liberal and radical world 
of America. Another, a worker of the workers, who had come up from 
the ranks to head the progressive labor movement. They. had a plat- 
form free of dogma, coming to close grips with the realities of America, 
1928. And they were a proud and a happy group of crusaders, with 
a new confidence if themselves and the prospects for ultimate victory. 
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sidential campaign of 1928 with the following program: 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND CONSERVATION 
TPO REC IER the rightful heritage of the people we propose: 

1. Nationalization of beginning with the 
coal mines and water Dam and Muscles 
Shoals. 

2. A publicly owned giant power system under which the Federal 
government shall cooperate with the states and municipalities in the 
distribution of electrical energy to the people at cost. Only when 
public agencies have full control over the generation, transmission and 
distribution of electrical power can the consumers be guaranteed against 
exploitation by the great electrical interests of the country. Public 
ownership of these and other industries must include employee repre- 
sentation in the management and the principle of collective bargaining 
must be recognized. 

3. National ownership and democratic 


natural resources, 


Boulder 


our 


sites, particularly at 


management of railroads and 


onl In presenting Maurer, Shiplacoff an- ~ : : < 
y gounced that it was “Jim's” sixteenth other means of transportation and communication. 
birthday which was corrected by Hillquit ; ~ 
on Wite-said«that it was the fourth celebra- nounced that contributions were in or-/| organized in the convention. King an- 
~ tom. iis ‘sixteenth birthday. Maurer | der and that no less than $10,000 must! nounced that this group contributed $25. 
‘ was “gears old and received a great | be raised at the banquet The success in raising the fund further 


And ié was raised! The contributions | enhanced the feeling that Socialists are 


individuals, Socialist Party | intensely in earnest and will wage an 
trade un-/| important campaign this year. 
j}ions and other organizations. Cameron Solomon Deutsch was again heard ir 


number of violin solos, accompanied 
in- | by V. Gianini, and Carmen Reuben ren- 
dered a number of songs, accompanied 


by Charles King at the piano. 
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An adequate national program for flood control, flood relief, 


ie ange irrigation and reclamation. 


UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF 
ro RELIEVE the tragic misery of millions of unemployed workers 
| and their families’ we propose:-— 
' 1. Immediate governmental relief of the unemployed by the exten- 
sion of all public works and a program of long range planning of pub- 
| lic. works following the present depression. All persons thus employed 
to be engaged at hours and wages fixed by bona-fide labor. unions. 
| 2. Loans to.states and municipalities without interest.for the pure 
pose of carrying on public works and the taking of such other megsures 
as wil] lessen widespread misery. 
3. A system’ of unemployment insurance. 

4. , The nation-wide extension. of public employment agencies’ in co- 

operation with city federations of labor, 


. LABOR LEGISLATION 

HE lives and well-being of the producers and their families should 

be the firSt charge on society, We therefore urge:— 

1. A system! of health and‘ accident insurance and of old age pension 
as well as unemployment insurance, As long as the workers are dé- 
pendent primarily upon their employers rather than on the’ commun¢ 
ity for proteetion agaifist the exigencies of old age, sickness, ‘accident 
and. unemployment, employers hostile or indifferent to the labor move- 
ment will be able to use their private insurance schemes as powerful 

wéapons against organized labor. 

2.. Shortening the workday in keeping. with: the steadily increasing 
productjvity of labor due to improvements in machinery and methods. 

3.. Securing to évery worker a rest period of no less than two days 
in each week... 

4. Ena¢ting of an adequate Federal Anti-Child Labor, Amendment. 

| 5: Abolition of the brutal exploitation of convicts under the contract 
| system and. substitution: of a cooperative organization: of industries in 
| penitentiaries‘and workshops for the beriefit of convicts and their depend- 
| ents, the products to be used in public institutions, and the convict work- 
| ers to’ be employed at wages current in the industry. 

| 

| 





TAXATION 
OR the proper support of government and as a step toward social 
justice we propose:— 
| 1. Increase of taxation on high income levels, of corporation taxés 
| and inheritance taxes, the proceeds to be used for old age pensions and 
other forms of social insurance. 
| 2. Appropriation by taxation of the annual rental value of all land 
held for speculation. 


| CIVIL LIBERTIES 

| "f° SECURE to the people the civil rights without which democracy 
is impossible, we demand:— 

| 1, Federal legislation to enforce the First Amendment to the Consti- 
tution so as to guarantee effectually freedom of speech, press and as- 
sembly, and to penalize any official who interferes with the civil rights 
of any citizen. 

2. Abolition of injunctions in labor disputes. 

3. Repeal of the Espionage law and of other repressive legislation 
and restoration of civil and poltical rights to those unjustly convicted 
under war time laws with reimbursement for time served, 

4. Legislation protecting foreign born workers from deportation and 
refusal of citizenship on account of political opinions. 

5. Modification of immigration laws to permit the reuniting of fam- 
ilies and to offer a refuge for those fleeing from political or religious 
persecution. 
| 6. Abolitiqg of detective agencies engaged in interstate business. 


ANTI-LYNCHING 


AS’ A measure of protection for the oppressed, especially for our Negro 
fellow citizens, we propose:- 
Enactment of the Berger Anti- bine ‘hing bill making participation in 
lynching a felony. 


POLITICAL DEMOCRACY 
HE Constitution of the United States was drafted in 1787 and was 
designed to meet conditions utterly different from those prevailing 
today. In ordegeto make*our form of government better suited to: exi- 
gencies of the times, we propose the immediate calling of a constitutional 
convention. A’ modernized Constitution should provide, among other 
things, for the election of the President and Vice-President by direct 
popular vote of the people, for reduction of the representation in Con- 
gress of those states where large sections of the citizens are disfran- 
chised by force or fraud, and proportional representation, and for the 
abolition of the usurped power of the Supreme Court to pass upon the 

Constitutionality of legislation enacted by Congress. 


| CREDIT AND BANKING 

ypro® our emancipation from the money trust, we propose:— 
Nationalization of the banking and currency system, beginning 
with extension of the service of the postal savings banks to cover every 
department of the banking business. 


FARM RELIEF 
TJHE Socialist Party believes that the farmer is entitled to special 
consideration because of the importanee of agriculture, because of 
the farmers’ present economic plight and because the farmer is. un- 
able to-control the prices of what he buys and what he sells, Many of 
| the party’s demands, including public development of electrical energy, 
nationalization of coal and railroads, and reform of the credit system 
| will be of distinct benefit to the farmer. 
As A further means of agricultural relief, we propose:— 
Acquisition by bona fide cooperative societies and by Federal, 
State and municipal governments of grain elevators; stockyards, storage 
warehouses and other distributing — and the conduct of these 
services on a non-profit basis. 
2. Encouragement of farmers’ cooperative purchasing and marketing 
societies and of credit agencies. 
3. Social insurance against losses due to adverse weather conditions, 
such as hail, drought, cyclone and flood. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
WE ARE unalterably opposed to imperialism and militarism. . There- 
fore we propose:— 

1. Immediate withdrawal of American forces from Nicaragua, and 
abandonment of the policy of miltary intervention in Cuptral America 
and other countries. 

2. That all private loans and investments of American citizens in 
foreign..countries shall be made at the sole risk of the bondholders 
and investors. The United States. government shall not resort to any 
military or other coercive intervention with foreign governments for 
the protection of such loans and investments. 

3. Cancellation of all war debts. due the United States from its former 
associated’ powers on condition of a simultaneous’ cancellation of all 
interallied debts and a corresponding remission of the reparation ob- 
ligations of the Central Powers. and on the further condition. that our 
debtors reduce their’ military expenditures pelow pre-war level. The 
Socialist Party especially denounces the debt settling. policy of our 
government in favoring the Fascist dictatorship: of Italy and thereby 
helping to perpetuate the political enslavement of the Italian nation. 

4. Recognizing both the services and the limitations of the League of 
Nations, the need of revision of its covenant and the. Treaty of: Ver- 
sailles, we unite with the workers of Europe in demanding that the League 
be made all inclusive and democratic, and that the machinery for the 
revision of the peace-treaty under article 19 of the covenant be elab- 
orated and made effective. We favor the entry of the United States at 
the time and under conditions which will further these clauses and pro- 
mote the peace of the world. 

5. The recognition of the Russian Soviet government: 

6. Agressive activity against militarism, agaisnt the large navy and 
army program of our present administration, and in behalf of interna- 
tional disarmament. 

7. Treaties outlawing war and the substitution of peaceful meth- 
ods for the settlement of international disputes. 

8. Independence of the Philipines on terms agreed upon in negoti- 
ations with the Filipinos; autonomy for Porto Rico and civil govern- 
ment for the Virgin Islands. 








Ancient Knowledge Lost | A. Two Dollar Book for Fifty cents 
If the ancients were ignorant of 
X-rays and wireless, it is beyond doubt | Drugless Health 
that they knew some things of which | . pe As by 
r. Josep . Greer 


we are still ignorant. For instance, | 

they made paints and dyes that have | 253 Pages 76 Illustrations 
lasted for centuries without losing — one ee ee 
their original brilliancg, and porcelain Satisfied 
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York; George E. Roewer, 


Pennsylvania. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY 


FUL. CAM eng 





WHAT THE CONVENTION DID 


1Nomitiated Norman Thomas for President and James 
H. Maurer for Vice-President. 
2—Adopted the 1928 platform of the Socialist party. 


3—Revised the Constitution, making it possible for sympa- 
thetic labor, fraternal, educational and other groups to 
join the Socialist party in a body at the nominal dues of 


4--Elected Vietor L. Berger National Chairman, and Morris 
Hillquit International Seeretary. 


S-Elected a new National Executive Committee,—Victor L. 
Berger, of Wisconsin ;; Morris. Hillquit, of New York; 
Daniel W. Hoan, of Wisconsin; James Oneal, 


son, of Pennsylvania; Jasper McLevy, of Connecticut; 
Joseph , Ww. Sharts, of Ohio; and James H. Maurer, of 


6—STAGED, THE. MOST, ENTHUSIASTIC GONVENTION 


GAN WHAT, PROMISES TO BE OUR MOST SUCCESS. 


of New 
of Massachusetts; Lilith Wil- 


HAS EVER HELD AND BE- 








California: Cam@ren H:. King, A: Levin, | 
Edward J. Dutton, Albert Cook. 

Colorado: J. A. Kimber. 

Connecticut: Jasper McLevy, Walter E. 
Davis, Karl Jursek. 

Delaware: Humphrey B. Campbell. 

District. of Columbia: Benjamin Mei- 
man. 

Idaho: C. H. Cammans. 

Hilinois: M. V. Halushka, George H. 
Ingram; Geo. R: Kirkpatrick, George 
Kodp; J. E. Mahony, Morris Seskind, W. 
R. Snow, John T. Whitlock, Morris A. 
Gold. ». 





| 
Indiana: Emma Henry. 
Iowat I. S. McCrillis. 
Kansas: Ross Magill. 
Kentucky: John J. Thobe. 
Maine: Wendell F. Farrington. H 
Maryland: Samuel N. Neistadt, Wm. ; 
A. Toole. 
Massachusetts: Carl P. Swanson, Wm. 
Aho, Wm. N. Reivo, F. J. Syrjala, Herman 
E. Keller, Walter S. Hutchins, George E. 
Roewer, Jr., Alfred Baker Lewis, Albert 
Sprague Coolidge, Edith M. Williams, 
Charlotte B. Hallowell, Mrs. Rose Levin, | 
Arturo Culla, William E. Sproul, Hugh 
Dunbar, Jeannette Marks, S. A. Cooper, 
Leon Harkin, Harry Fieldman, A. K. 
Cohen, Burham P. Beckwith, A. Reiser- 
off. 





Arthur 





Michigan: Francis W. Elliott, 
| Rubenstein. 

Missouri: M. Weintraub. 
| Montana: James D. Graham. 
| New Jersey: Charlotte Bohlin, B. 


| Cohen, Geo. H. Goebel, David Hertje, Mi- | 
|10 C. Jonés, Harry L. Nelson, M. Rosen- 
| kranz, Frederick A. Schwarting, Andrew 
| P. Wittel, M. S. Alexander, Fred Reiner, 
Louis Reiss, H. Urback. 

New York: Morris Hillquit, Norman 
Thomas Herbert M. Merrill, Julius Ger- 
ber, Algernon Lee, Jacob Panken, Wm. 


; Callister 


}son, James Battistoni, 


j ta Berger, Dar 
| Al Benson, Martin Binn, 


| Ttalian, Aldo Cu rsi; Jew 
| vitas; 
uanian, P. B. 


The Rll of Delegates 


Karlin, Morris Berman, Frank Cross- 


| waith, Louis Waldman, C. August Ger- 


ber, S. John Block, Simon Berlin, Mc- 
Coleman, Anna Ingerman, M. 
Allister Coleman, Anna Ingerman, M. 
ler, Wm. M. Feigenbaum, B. J. Riley, 
Louis P. Goldberg, Nathan Chanin, Jo- 
seph A. Weil, August Claessens, Samuel 
Orr, Esther Friedman, Sdrah Volovick, 
Barnett Wolff, Theo. Tegimeyer, Louis 
Uffner, Edward Sander, Warren Atkin- 
Bela Lowe, Chas. 
Solomon. 

North Carolina: Marx Lewis. 

Ohio: John G. Willert, Sidney Yeller, 
Harry Schreiber, Edna Hastings, Joseph 


|W. Sharts, Mrs. Ruth Sharts, Anton 
|Garden, Joseph Martinek. 

Oklahoma: M. Shadid. 

Pennsylvania: John Jereb, H. K. 


Churns, Antcn Zornik, John A. Aulen- 
|bach, Lilith M. Wilson, Birch Wilson, 
Darlington Hoopes, Paul C. Horine, Jas. 
H, Maurer, Robert Lieberman, Nellie 
Lithgow, Isaac Lindset, Harry Berger, 
Wm. J. Van Essen, Sidney Stark, Anna 
Van Essen, Wm. Adams, Wm. C. Hover- 
ter. 

Rhode Island: Edward A. Livermore. 

Texas: George Clifton Edwards. 

Vermont: Louis L. Clay. 

Virginia: Bertha H. King. 

West Virgina: E. Garbarino. 

Wisconsin: Victor L. Berger, Mrs. Me- 


iel W. Hoan, George Laupp, 
Samuel Sher- 


man. 

Mounta States District (Arizona 
| Utah, Wee ), Roy Nicodemus. . ae. 
| Northwest States District (Oregon, 
Washington), Emil Herman. 

Federations: Finnish, W. N. Reivo; 


ish, Solomon Le- 
Ar nton Garden, Lithu 
Balchikonis 


Young Peoples Socialist 


Jugoslav, 


League: Aarne 


J. Parker. 
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You Cannot Be Beautiful 


| anless you are healthy, and you cannot be healthy unless you 


have a good, sound stomach and liver. 


-LAX 


The Sweet Chocolate Laxative 


has been recognized as the national family remedy to keep 

liver and bowels in good working order. 
dose of Ex-Lax will relieve you of accumulated, undigested 
waste matter, will drive out the foul gases, will keep your 


_ blood red and pure, and you will always “look your best.” 


At all drug stores, 10, 23 and 50c a box. 


An océasional 
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Workmen’s Circle 


The Largest Radical Working- 
Men's Froternal Order 
in Existence 


85,000 MEMBERS 
$3,200,000 ASSETS 


75@ Branches Af? Over the United 
ates and Canada 


Insurance from $100 to $1,000 


Sick benefit, 15 weeks per year, at $8 
per week. Many branches pay additional 
benefit from $3 to $5 per week Con- 
sumption benefit, $200, or nine months in 
our own sanatorium, jocated in the most 
beautiful region of the Catekill Moun- 
taine—besides the regular weekly benefit 


For informattoh, apply to 
THE WORKMEN'S: CIRCLE 
178 East’ Broadway, N. Y. City 





Sixty Cups of the Finest 


Tea you ever tasted— 


for 10 cents. 


WHITE 
LILAC 


TEA 


At All Grocers. 10c a Package 











Telephome Crchard 6616-6617 
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30, 1927,—49,000. As-ets $650,000. 


expenses. 


case of withdrawak 


No membéts at latge admitted. 





Workmen’s Furniture Fire Insurance Society. Inc. 
ESTABLISHED 1872 


Main Office: 22 


NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 
A cooperative fire insurance society for working people. 
three branches throughout the United States. 
Insurance in foree, $51,000,000. 
No Profits or Dividends for Stockholders! 
A yearly assessment of 10c for each $100 


A deposit of $1.00 for every $100 is required which is ‘refundable in 


Workingmen and women protect your homes in case of fire. Join 


the insurance society of your own class. 
Business tra usacted only throtigh branches, 


For Further inforiiiativn’ appiy <t “"7 Zest Seth Stree 


ae 


7 EAST 841TH STREET 


Bet. 2nd and 3rd Ave.) 


Fifty- 
Membership on June 


insurance covers all 
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Saturday’s Session 
OLLOWING the inspiring opening 
demonstration in the Manhattan 

Opera -House on the night previous, the 


ist Party ‘Convention: “Day- By- 


Nomination of Candidates, Framing of Platform and Revision 
of Constitution Occupied Labors of The Delegates 





Socialist party nomination convention 
got down to business Saturday morning, 
April 14th, in the Finnish Socialist Hall, 
2056 Fifth avenue, New York City. Tem- 
porary Chairman Morris ‘Hillquit rapped 
the convention into order at a few min- 


vote. 


mittees elected, adjournment was tak- will march steadily ahead. 


tion adopted unanimously by a statis!) ment, catch the vision that inspired the | selves up to 
| pioneers and adapt their formulas to!resolutions and platform planks which 
Following announcement of the Com-| the needs of a new age, that movement|most every delegate had with him in 
Victor Berger of Mil- 
en. | In New York city there is a strong and| Waukee, the only Socialist in Congress 
enthusiastic Yipsel group, always on the | W25 re-elected National Chairman. 


his back pocket, 


struggle with the varistis'| 


coming to both of the two old parties 
and all their energy is going to be put 
into that job. 

If you think of a Socialist convention 
as a gathering of assorted nuts, the kind 


The | of political things that corne up in the 


utes before 11 o’clock and then declared 
The roll call followed. 

Applause greeted the reading of tle- 
grams of congratulation from various 
sympathetic groups, including N. Y. Vest 
Makers’ Union, The Verband Branch of 
Jugo-Slav 
Jewish 
Philip Geliebter, 
Workmen’s Circle Branch 388, Newark, 
the National Executive 
Circle, 
chairman of the St. 
Paul Confererce Provisional Committee, 
and Morris Sigman, president, on behalf 
Garment 


the session cpen. 


Jacksonville, The Detroit 
Branch of the Socialist party, 
Branch 3, Newark, 


Joseph Baskin, 
Committee of the 
Charles C. Shirley, 


Workmen’s 


of the International Ladies’ 


Workers’ Union. 


Jacob Panken of New York then moved 
repre- 
the Belgian Labor Party, and 
the Mexican Labor! 


that Comrades Franz Longville, 
senting 
Roberto Haberman, 
Party, be seated as fraternal delegates. 
The motion was unanimously approved. | 
In short addresses, Longville and Haber- 


man conveyed the greetings of their | threshed out. 


parties. Haberman said he was confident 


of the 


to expect an invitation to attend his in- 
auguration. He expressed the hope that 
the American Socialists would before 
many years be in a position to invite the 
Mexican Socialists to attend the inaugu- 
ration of a Socialist President in Wash- 
ington. 

Before proceeding with the business, | 
Hillquit paid tribute to the party’s lead- 
ers who have passed away since the last | 


convention. He mentioned in particular | 
Eugene V. Debs, Meyer London and Job | 
Harriman. The convertion rose in a 


silent tribute. 

The rules of the convention adopted, 
George H. Gobel was elected chairman 
for the day and Dr. William J. Van Es- 


sen, of Pennsylvania, vice-chairman. 
William A. Toole was chosen sergeant-at- 
arms, a fortunate choice from the poirt- 
of-view of the nicotine fiends among the 
delegates. National Secretary William 
H. Henry was elected secretary of the 


convention. 

The convention then 
committees, the 
afternoon sessior 
results: Platform, 
Sharts, Van Essen, Lewis, Berger and 
Herman; Resolutions. Panken, Oneal, 
Kirkpatrick, Yellen, Stark, Wittel, Nico- 
demus; Constitution, Birch Wulson, Hill- 
quit, Benson, Rubenstein, King (Calif.), 
Julius Gerber, Jursek; 
McLevy, Snow, ee 
August Gerber, Willert, Edwards; Young 
People’s So ist League, Parker, Orr 
and Halu a; publicity, McAlister 
Coleman, Max Lewis, Wm. M. Feigen- 
baum and Edward Levinson. 

The after n ssion. was called to 
order at 2:30 p.m. Albert Cook was 
seated as celegate for California. A greet- 
ing was read from the International Pock- 
etbook Workers Union. Morris Edel- 
stein and Charles Kleinman of the In- 
ternational Pocketbook Workers Un- 
ion were seated as fraternal delegates. 


proceeded to elect 
tabulation of votes at the 
revealing the following 
Thomas, 






then 


suggested 
cominittee 





the report I 
urance be 








on Fraternal 1 read to con- 
vention. xy then read this report 
and moved adoption. A substitute 
motion by Wolff, (N.Y.) That the re- 
,»port of the Committee on Fraterral 
Insurance be referred to the National 
Executive Committee for further con- 
sideration and study was served. 

Wolff was led to withdraw his mo- 
tion so as to permit discussion. The 
report of the committee was signed by 
Snow, of Illinois, Hoopes of New Jer- 
sey, Sharts of Ohio, Graham of Mon- 
tana and King. 

The a “recommended that the 
convention endorse the formation of 


a fraternal insurance and educational 
order upon the lines we have worked 
out; that this convention urges the 
and members of the Socialist par- 
order their cordial sup-} 
convention expresses ; 


locals 
ty to give the 
port; and that this 





to the Workmen's Circle the hope that 
some means may be found whereby the 
proposed order may be allied to it with 
resulting benefit to both.” 


proposed the 
order 


committee 
fraternal 


In rt the 
formation of a 


secret 






with the regular benefit and insurance 
features and with a ritual symbolic of 
Socialism and labor‘s aspirations. In the 
debate that followed the report, most 
of those opposed to the measure did not 
seem to object to the idea of such an 
order as much as to the idea of having 
it started by the party though no such 
proposal was made by the committee. 
The motion to adopt the committee's 
report was lost 79 to 34, despite an ad- 

King in which he 






dress by Cameron 
1 the f ion of 
ch would win 
away from 


a Socialist frat- 
the sup- 
the bour- 





rng der whi 

port gf Socialists 

1 orde 

vote, King pointed out that 

the order had not been dis- 
y idea that the} 

To this 








the 


ich an order. 


announced 
he University 
the order 
, will be in 


nh was over. 


that the | 
of Vul- | 
suggested | 


Delegates 
and interested in 


the pioneer lodge 


were requested to give 

their names to Comrade King. | 
Pending the report of Tellers on elec- | 
tion of committees, Victor L. Berger sub- | 





report as Represertative in 
Th omas moved to receive the | 


mitted his 
Congress. 


report with expressions of confidence and | sides with labor on controversial issues. 


gratitude to Comrade Berger for the | 


magnificent fight he has made as our }he opposed American entrance into the 


solitary representative in SE. Mo- 


”~ . 


election of Alvaro Obregor as 
president of Mexico and asked the party 


Laidler, | 


Ways and Means, | 
Graham, G. | 


| rion, 


stituted be- | district. 


Sunday’s Session job when meetings are held, literature | clection of Mr. Berger was by loud ac- 
Goavay, was a day of hard work for is to be distributed, or any educational /Clamation. Morris Hillquit of New York 
the various committees, and one of work is undertaken. In other parts of | Was chosen unanimously as International 
sight-seeing and getting acquainted for | the country the movement has been neg- | Secretary, an important position which 
the rank and file of the delegates to the | lected of late. But from all indications | iVolves keeping the American Socialist ' 
convention. at the convention today, it is about to ' movement in close touch with the move- 
The convention machinery which set be revived with a bang. The report of 'ment abfead. Then nominations were 
up. Saturday moved smoothly enough so the committee urging that the National {made for the seven National Commit- 
that important business was put through Executive Committee of the Party give |teemen and a long list of names was | 
without the prolonged and tiresome bick- Particular attention to the young folks | be voted on the next day. 
ering that marks so many convention and appropriate sufficient funds to carry | After which everybody piled out into 
procéedings, and then the out-of-town Out this purpose was passed without any | the clear sunshine of a perfect New York 
delegates had a chance to draw breath | Serious opposition. The National Office | Spring day and had their pictures taken 
and look around them. was urged to spend $3,500 a year on|and then climbed into ’busses provided 
Most of the shirt-sleeve work was done Y- P. S. L. work. The galleries full of |by the Sociali The Forward, 








ist paper 
in the committee rooms where the plat- young Socialists applauded the action of | the largest Socialist paper in this coun- 
forms was being drawn up for presen- the convention with youthful energy. | try and in the world for that matter. 


tation to the whole delegation tomorrow, Jim Maurer, now a dignified Council- Instead of the usual stunt of dragging 


; the committee on ways and means was man representing the victorious Social. | the out-of-town delegates: down Fifth 
| discussing the practical details of the ists of Reading, Pennsylvania, formerly | Avenue or out to Coney Island, the 
big job of running a Socialist for Pres- a steam-fitter and first, last and ull the | busses Were headed towards Mosholu 


| 


ident in the coming election, and the time, a worker of the workers took the | Parkway way up in the Bronx and their | 
| matters of resolutions and changes in gavel in his competent and none too|riders were taken through the beauti- 
|the Socialist Constitution were being delicate hands and whammed*it down) ful cooperative apartment houses erected 
on the desk in front of him to open} by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
the convention Sunday morning. It was | Union. Residents of the apartments, 


Yipsels Aided 
The delegates from | workers all, explained the advantages of | 


Quite evidently the party has a very his 64th birthday. 


keen eye on young America. There was out of town were all in their places when | the copyérative principle and put a 
almost unanimous agreement among the the proceedings started at ten o’clock.| lot of new ideas into the heads of their | 
delegates that one of the first interests; They hadn't gotten onto the New York | visitors. 

| idea that Sunday morning can't possibly Just as a Socialist’s idea of sight-see- 





of the party during this coming cam- 
paign will be to enlist youth in the begin until around eleven o'clock. The|ing is a bit different, so the entire con- 
|struggle for what we Socialists believe | Pennsylvania delegation, for example| vention ‘has been a welcome 
| will be a better world for all those who! which had been holding a private con- | from the ordinary old-line political gath- 
| work with hand or brain. vention of its own, outside the regular | ering. There have been no long, windy | 

This determination to appeal to young- convention got together at the unhear | Speeches. There have been, of course, 
ler voters came out in the course of a of hour of eight o’clock in a hotel and|some sharp dif s of opinion very 


|debate on the report of the committee talked over the campaign which will Re | Segnety expressed on the 


departure 


erence 


|which has to do with Socialist activ- | waged in their state this year. The vic-| floor. But the delegates have gotten | 
ities among the youngsters of America. | tory of the Socialists at Reading last |through a great amount of imp srtant | 
Technically this was the committee on | | Fall, the work of relief that the Social-| business in a short time. And | 
[the Young People’s Education League, | ists have been carrying on among the | through it all there has been the best | 
| popularly known as the Yipsels. The | striking coal miners of Pennsylvania and! sort of good fellowship. The 


f 


| Yipsels are groups of Socialists not yet | | the great popularity of Jim Maurer and/from all parts of the country 

of voting age scattered throughout the | the other State leaders among the work- it hat they have the opportunity during 
| country in important centers. Upon | ers indicate that Pennsylvania will turn|this campaign to become an effective 
| their shoulders will eventually fall the | in a heavy Socialist vote next November. | force in American politics and 





{burden of carrying on the Socialist and| After the convention had approved the| not going to throw away that chance by 
labor movement. Insofar as they are|plans for work among the young people | internal bickerings. It is their job to 
schooled in the traditions of that move-|and the committees had shut them- | furnish the only — that is forth- 





| drawn 


} month. 


| constitution, 
convention | changes in 


realize | ing 


they are | but it 
whose members desire to join in a body. 


Spring of a Presidential year and then 
are heard of no more, I wish you could 
have been with me these days in Finnish 
Hall. By actual count there are not 
more than three full sized sets of whis- 
kers among all the 171 delegates. There 
are no flowing black ties as yet visible 
and the women are not hard to look at. 

In short it is a meeting of solid, sub- 


| stantial men and women who earn their 


living by hard work and want to see 
their fellow Americans get a better break 
in the economic and political set-up. 

It is a decidedly democratic affair. I 
am sitting between a dirt farmer from 
Idaho and a coal-miner from Illfnois and 
we have been carrying on a three-cor- 
nered discussion during the recesses of 
the convention about how farmers and 
city workers and coal-miners can work 
together on the political field for their 
common good. 


Monday’s Session 


A complete overhauling of the ma-} 


tions fix them otherwise. 
The ‘National 


It is to be elected for four years at quad- 
renniel party conventions. 

A natioral Committee is to be select- | 
ed, consisting of one member for each 


25,000 votes polled in each State. 

In opening the debate Hillquit said 
that the dues paying system had long 
given an entirely wrorg idea of the 
party’s strength. With 1,000,000 votes 
we had a membership of 100,000. Now, 
with an equal voting strength, we had a 
membership about one tenth that for- 
mer high water mark. 

“The dues paying system” said Hill- 
quit, “is misleading and hence discourag- 
ing. People who hear of losses of mem- 
bership are inclined to think that the 
party is losing strength and prestige. 
This is far from the case, there is a 
bad psychological effect in considering 
,as the Socialist movement of the whole 
}country only those who have been pay- 
ing party dues.” 

Speaking of the proposed reduction of 





chinery of the Socialist party was the|the dues to $1 & year Hiliquit pointed 
main business of the convention dur-|out that the party haS never been sup- 


of Tuesday. 


/it the draft of a new party constitution | secured. 
the National Executive | of getting into the party the whole body 


up by 
Committee during the past three months, | 
and that had been before the party | 
membership for discussion for over a} 





Morris Hillquit, for the committee or 
outlined the projected 
the party constitution, fol- 
lowed by Cameron King, who read the 
document section by section and de- 
fended it in debate. 
The constitution changes the form of | 





Socialists | the party’s organization in the follow- | 


main particulars: | 


Membership in the party is to be| 


open not only to individuals at present, | 


is to be open to organizations, | 
Dues are to be $1 per member per 


Thomas Defender of Labor, I Liberty and Peace; 





. 


‘Socialist Candidate For 
President Founder of 
Civil Liberties Union —| 
Heads’ Strike Relief 
Committee 


FOR VICE-PRESIDENT 














i, porerreny THOMAS, the Socialist can- 

didate for President, is best known 
jas a student of political, social and eco- 
nomic problems. He is, perhaps, the 
| foremost exponent in the country of the 
|}radical school of thought. He is the 
|author of a number of books and pam- 
|phlets, and scores of articles giving a 
Socialist interpretation of current Am- 


y 


s 


lerican problems. At present he is at also a Socialist City Councilman of Read- | ried; and is the grandfather of 
work on an exhaustive analysis and re- ing, Pennsylvania, and Chairman of the | children. 
statement of the aims and tactics of Am- Old Age Pension Commission of Penn-|~ ~~ °~ —S SS 


}erican Socialism. 

| Thomas has supplemented his acade- 
mic work of writing and lecturing, by 
his active connections with the leading 


Socialist, liberal and labor agencies. He 15, 1864. Last Sunday he was elected 
has taker part in many free speech | Chairman of the Convertion that no- 
| fights, twice submitting to arrest and minated him in honor of his 64th birth- 
both times winning vindication at the day. He was one of three brothers. A 
hands of the law. He has been a can- | native American of Pennsylvania Dutch 
| didate, on the Socialist ticket, for Gov- tock, his ancestors having come to | 


ernor of New York State and Mayor 
of New York City, each time polling 
a large vote. 

The Socialist standard-bearer was / 
born on November 20, 1884, ir: Marion, 
Ohio. His father was a clergyman, as 
was his grandfather. After attending 
the grammar and high schools of Ma- 
Mr. Thomas entered Prince-| 
ton University where he was graduated 
at the age of 20 with a A B degree. In 
1911, having partially worked his way 
through, he was graduated from the| 
Union Theological Seminary with the 
degree of B D. 

Made a World Tour | 

Before entering the Union Theological 


1 
fi 


la 
| 


n 





Socialist Vice Presidential 


a 


sylvania. 
Pennsylvania Legislature as a Socialist. 


this country 
His parents were working people and at 
the age of s 


the Legislature 
ing 
tasks as his 
the establishment of a State Constabu- | 
lary, and the establishment of a system | 


Maurer Outstanding Leader of Progressive Labor 


® 





Nominee Bitter Oppon- | 
ent of State Constaba-| 


lary ‘* Cossacks ” 
Worker Since 
hood 


peg HUDSON MAURER is one of |the right of collective bargaining. 


the best known, best loved and most | 


d States, 
years service 


completed 
as president of the Penn- 
of Labor. 


having just 


ist Party. 


yivania Federation 


He has served six years in the 


Maurer was born at Reading on April 





neary two centuries ago. | 







six he became a newsboy, at 
0 a plumber’s helper and later a full} 
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}ing most of Monday’s session ard part|ported by the dues, and that its main 
The convention had before |Support has come from funds otherwise 


He emphasized the. necessity 


of men and women affiliated with vari- 
ous Socialist activities who are mever- 
theless not members of the party today. 

“Comrade Viadeck,” said illquit, ‘“con- 
ducts a Socialist forum every Sunday 
morning. There is a regular attendance 
of between 700 and 800. His audience 
has a sort of loose organization, and 
they are all Socialists. But they are not 
part of the party. Under the new plan 
it will be possible to enroll the entire 
body in the party.” 

Comrade Jasper McLevy, in opening 
the debate upon the new proposals, de- 
clared that he was opposed to it in every 
detail and particular. ‘We've been en- 
he said, “in trying to 
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| “selling labels at a dollar a year”. 
| George H. Goebel, however, was em 
thusiastic over the new plan. “This 
| the first definitely encouraging mr 
| have heard in years,” he said. 
| means that at last we are dé 
| going out after the American 
people.” 

Other speakers maintained that 
der the proposed plan it would be 
sible at last to enroll in the party 
vast sections of the Socialist mio 
that have hitherto not been in the 
ty, such as chapters of the League for! 
Industrial Democracy, the literary and 
cultural clubs of the Workmen’s Circle, 
forums and similar bodies. 


After the debate had shown 4 cone 


dollar a year the committee withdrew 
the plank and substitute@ a provision 
permitting each state to decide for it= 
self what the dues are to be, with $1 
as a maximum. 

Ar earlier provision to corisider evéry 
Socialist voter a member of the party 
under the classification of Gerierdl Meme 
bership was withdrawn das Having no 





meaning and as arousing antagonism 
within the party organization. 

At the evenirg session Monday night 

the convention took up the prohibition. 
question. The platform committee pro- 
posed, as reported by Lewis of Massa- 
chusetts, that the platform make no 
reference to prohibition. 
Berger opposed such a4 una aa 
instead modification of the Volstead Act 
permitting the state to authorize mar= 
ufacture and sale of light wines and 
beers. The committee report was adopt- 
ed by 72 votes to 30. 


Tuesday’s Session 
Tuesday was devoted to adoption of 
the platform. With few changes the 
report of the committee, made by Har- 
ry W. Laidler, of New York, was adopt= 
ed. The one exception was the League 
of Nations plank. A substitute plank pre- 
pared by Thomas was subseqiently 
adopted. 

The Resolutions Committee, for which 
Jacob Panken of New York reported; 
followed after the platform had been 
disposed of. The resolutions as print 
ed on page four were passed with lit- 
tle disagreement, with the exception of 
the one on “political cooperation.” A 
few delegates objected to the resolution 
thinking that efforts to orgahize “Ss 
labor party” would detract from the 
Socialist effectiveness during the e&am- 
paign. When it was explained that the 
resolution contemplated no such action, 





and received a heavy vote in the Par- 
ty, not however receiving the nomination 
in that year. 
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the resolution was passed. 

The Ways and Means Committee then 
reported that the party n . 
file electoral tickets in 43 OF the states; 
enough energy may be 
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16 | Cialist sweep that turned the adminis- 
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: . Alone among more than 
‘fepresentatives in the National Con- 
iS, I did not expect to have my pro- 


ie mation. In that respect, I was no 
rse off, however, than the represent- 
§ of the Democratic party, number- 
hundreds of members in the two 
of Congress, whose chances of 
. Jegislation are no better, while 
‘8 minority, than mine. 
was I any worse off in that re- 
: than the average representative of 
>the majority party, who has little to do 
with legislation, except to vote when 
tion is presented. This, generally 
with rare exceptions, is the work of 
party leaders, and the chairmen of 


> That being the situation, the bills and 
‘Tesolutions I offered, and the speeches 
/Z made, were not calculated to receive 
approval of my colleagues. My sole 
was to show them, and to the ex- 
@»press would permit, show 
E sic hat the Socialists would do, 
they had the power. 
_ The Progressives Desert 
second session of the 68th Con- 
convened shortly after the elec- 
of 1924, when, it will be recalled, 
the Socialists attempted to bring about 
‘new political alignment, in which they 


work in harmony for the accom- 
ishment of certain immediate object- 
As a result of that attempt, ap- 
tim: y 5,000,000 people, undeterred 
all threats of panics, the loss 
the “dinner pail” and other calami- 
definitely followed our standard 
bearer into:what seemed to be at the 
@ thigd»party, endorsing a program 
ich promised relief from the exactions 
of our plutocracy, 

T had hoped that as a result of this 
Tealignment there would be a progressive 
group in Gongress giving expression to 
the wishes of a determined minority—a 
@toup which;<even if small in number, 
would be at least as courageous as the 
'Woters who stood by the third party 
movement regardless of all the threats 
that were made. 

Wt appeared soon after Congress re- 
@omvened that such was not to be the 
ease. Cowed by the threatened repris- 
gis of the Republican leaders for their 
+ insurgency in the campaign, members of 
_ the progressive group at once became 
» very apologetic for the stand they had 
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Socialist Party, New 


have elapsed since I last 
to submit to a national con- 
Socialist Party a report 
as the Socialist re- 
Most of the 
s are probably acquainted 
or attempted to do, as 
lan in the National Con- 


ter into a detailed account of 
A brief resume, I think 
nt for the purpose of this 


id perhaps be well to indicate 
Outset the nature of the duties 
@evolve upon the spokesman of 
ity group in a legislative body. 
: of a Socialist member in- 
‘all the duties that would devolve 
| the representative of any other 
He must give consideration to the 
which affect individually and 
yely ‘his:iconstituents, and obtain 

| alfithe rights to which they 


matters before the departments, 
‘assurethem fair consideration 


‘dditfori fo these duties, the re- 
tive Of’ Minority, and especially ; 
nority stich’ as the Socialist, which 
6 @ program of industrial, political, and 
welal refortfi ‘applicable to existing pro- 


‘ which he thinks will afford re- 
lef from pressing evils, and to secure 
"the widest possible hearing for the mea- 


my seryice in Congress, I have not 
ed in securing the enactment of 


incorporated into the statutes of 


all those of progressive tendencies : 
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debts to the United States. 
Opposed Tax Reduction 


reduction scheme, which was simply a 
proposal to reduce the taxes on the in- 


pointed out, most people do not earn 
enough to pay any Federal income tax- 
es on. And I also opposed the debt set- 
tlements, which were intended, first, to 
help Wall Street get its returns at the 
expense of the nation, and secondly, 
to bloster up the miltaristic, and auto- 
cratic, governments of Europe, notably 
the Mussolini Government and the na- 
tionalistic French Government. I ex- 
pressed in speeches made on the subject 
the view that I would favor a can- 
cellation of those debts for the sake 
of peace, if peace would thereby be 
promoted. This was in accordance with 
the Socialist Party position. 


from the viewpoint of the powers that 
the work of the Congress was concerned, 
the two important questions—important 
be—were the income tax reduction plan 
proposed by Secretary of the Treasury 
Mellon, and the settlement of the Allied 


I opposed, of course, the income tax 


comes of the super-wealthy—since, as I 


Among the measures I offered that 
session of Congress were the following: 

Amendments to the immigration 
laws, providing, first, for the legaliza- 
tion of the admission of a large num- 
ber of aliens who had entered illegally, 
and who might become outcasts because 
of their illegal status; second, to pre- 
vent the authorities from excluding aliens 
whose political or other views they did 
not like. 

Urged Coal Nationalization 

Seizure of the anthracite coal mines, 
where a strike was in progress, and the 
nationalization of the coal industry. 

Amendment of the retirement act af- 
fecting Federal employees, so that when 
they retire after many years of service 
they would have enough to keep them 
in comfort. 

A bill to restore the rights and pri- 
vileges of citizenship to Eugene V. Debs. 
This measure led to considerable dis- 
cussion during which the question was 
raised as to whether those citizenship 
rights had in fact or in law been lost. 

Bills to repeal the espionage act and 
to make the first amendment to the Fed- 





eral constitution, which ‘is supposed to 
assure freedom of speech, press and as- 
sembly, enforceable. Both of these pro- 
posals, which I have ‘since reintroduced, 
have received considerable attention in 
the public prfess, and the comment has 
been favorable. 

A constitutional amendment to call 
a constitutional convention for the pur- 
pose of bringing our Constitution up to 
date. i 
A bill to reduce illiteracy by having the 
Federal Government match appropria- 
tions for the purpose of improving edu- 
cational facilities. 

Fascist Autocracy Attacked 

A resolution directing the President 
to use his good offices to obtain humane 
treatment for racial political minorities 
in Italy. 

A minimum annual wage for all Fed- 
eral employees of $1,800, which, in a 
bill I have offered since, I have raised 
to $2,000. 

A bill to make it a Federal offense to 
participate in a lynching or for an of- 
ficer of the law to deliberately neglect 





to prevent a lynching. 


An old age pension bill. 

An amendment to the Volstead Act 
which would permit the manufacture and 
sale of light wines and beers. 

A bill to establish a forest reserve in 
every State of the union, so that our 
timber resources may be replenished, and 
floods prevented. 

Nationalization of the telegraph, tele- 
phone and express properties; of the 
food products monopoly which had then 
been organized; and nationalization of 
the railroads. 

A bill directing the President to re- 
cognize the present Russian Government. 

A bill to return alien property seized 
during the war. A measure providing 
for such return has since been passed. 

Wanted Treaty Revised 

A resolution directing the President 
to call an international conference for 
the purpose of revising the Treaty of 
Versailles°in accordance with the con- 
ditions upon which that treaty was bas- 
ed, upon which Germany laid down her 
arms, and also to investigate and es- 
tablish war guilt. 


and Vanzetti had been framed, and 


which these allegations rested. 
workers at Passaic. 


troduction of these measures. 


sitatingly advocate. 


port. 
, The Second Session 
As is usually the case, the second 








A resolution providing for an inves- 
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| The following were the resolutions 
adopted by the Socialist Party national 
convention: 


Political Co-operation 

The Socialist Party now as always is 
ready and eager to cooperate ir.’ united 
political efforts with any or all ‘groups 
honestly seeking to establish a party of 
the producing classes on the basis of 
belief in political and industrial democ- 
racy and the practice of mutual’ confi- 
dence and respect. We remember with 
pleasure our association during the La 
Follette campaign with those progres- 
sives who desired to build such a party. 


We would remind these friends that 
we are the only political heirs of the 
idealist and working class aspirations, 
which animated the La Follette move- 
ment. No other nation-wide democratic 
movement to form a party of all workers 
with hand and brain on a democratic 
basis is now in sight. For a full genera- 
tior: the Socialist Party has seen new 
party movements rise and disappear. 
Only the Socialist. Party has continued. 
Only the Socialist Party stands ready to 
wage a vigorous national campaign in 
1928 for those issues which found sup- 
port from nearly five million voters in 
1924. 


To these voters and other millions of 
those who are disgusted with the hypoc- 
frisy of the old parties servirg the forces 
of special privilege we confidently make 











time being were certain com- 
assignments, which are of prac- 
mo value unless you have a pro- 



























eye All that they could have lost 
. the 
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mie to be a gross betrayal of the 5,000,- 


_ political deal. 
000,000 Voters Betrayed 
he crawling of the progressives prov- | 
a to be a disgusting procedure—dis- | 
Busting not only to those who value prin- 
"tiple above preferment, but to all, in- 
eluding the conservatives, whose respect | 
the progressives would have been | 
Greater had they stood by their guns. In| 
Mm Speech that I delivered in the House | 
‘om January 31, 1925, I characterized the 
, % of some of the leaders in a 
which severed what little bond 
Thoped there would be as a result 
of our common sacrifices in the preced- 
Ang election. 
Shus, the program that had received 
endorsement of 5,000,000 people was 





{ty 
gr group was concerned. The death 
€ Benator LaFollette several months lat- 
m marked the definite standstill of a 
n which had given promise of a 
be era in American political life. 

’ With the Republican and Democratic 
acting practically as a unit on 





> progressives contenting themselves with 
’ occasionally: assuming a negative atti- 
> tude insted! of one that would be con- 

, he minority views in Congress 
expressed’ at random by a few in- 
“pub°without organization or 


.: 





session of the 69th Congress 


“December, 1925. So far as 





@tam to present—and to give up the | of the Federal Anti-Lynching Bill; con- 
“Program for the assignment seemed to/demns the lawless persecutions of Ne- 


| report 


tneard of further, so far as the pro-| 


“most. question—and with the so-called | 


our appeal. We instruct our national ex- 
ecutive committee earnestly and sympa- 
thetically to consider ways and means 
of bringing about the maximum possible 
cooperation between our party and all 
local or regional groups devoted to the 
service of those who labor by hand ard 
brain. 





On Propaganda Among Women 

Resolved: That a Committee of five 
(5) be elected to formulate and submit 
to the incoming National Executive Com- 
mittee, a plan for the propaganda of So- 
cialism among the women of the country 
for the organization of women in groups 
for systematic work in the presidential 
campaign; that at least three of the 
members of such committee shall be 
women; that the committee shall report 
its plan to the incoming National Execu- 
tive Committee on or before the 15th of 
May, 1928. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE 





Negro Porters to the number of 12,000 
have organized the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters and are asserting 
their claims to recognition as a union 
of Negro workers. This challenge to the 
“company union” maintained by the 
Pullman Company is a hopeful sign of 
the awakening of Negro workers to their 
place in the working class movemert and 
it deserves the support and encourage- 
ment of all other organizations of the 
workers in the United States. 

The Convention sends its fraternal 
greetings to the Brotherhood of Pullmar: 
Car Porters in their heroic struggle 
against the Pullman corporation and 
pledges the support of the Socialist 
Press, Socialist speakers, and all other 
agencies of the Party to the cause of the 
porters. Their success will help to break 
down the prejudices between black and 
white workers and promote a better un- 
derstanding between all workers regard- 
less of race, creed or color. 


On Nuovo Mondo 
Resolved: Whereas, the Il Nuovo Mon- 
do published daily ir: New York with the 
aid ef our comrades is. combating the 
reactionaries among the Italians and 
leading the Italian masses to a better 
understanding of the need of the work- 
ers; be it 
Resolved:—That the locals and other 
organizations connected with the Social- 
ist Party give their support to Il Nuovo 
Mondo and aid to circulate this publi- 
cation among the Italian workers. 


Civil Rights and Citizenship 

The Socialist Party of the United 
States warns the citizens of the nation 
against the dangerous tendency of the 
judges to deny citizenship on account of 
political and ecoromic opinions. This 
policy in recent years has become an im- 
portant phase of a reactionary movement 
to terrorize all those holding views not in 
accord with the opinions of our ruling 
political and economic groups. It tends 
to stifle independent thinking and makes 
citizenship a prize of intellectual cow- 
ardice and political servility. It attempts 
by indirect methods to enforce the power 





Our Negro Fellow Workers 

The National convention of the Social- | 
ist Party takes this opportunity to reaf- | 
firm its attitude toward the Negro people | 
and especially the Negro wage workers 
in their long struggle against racial dis- 
crimination ir our industrial, political 
and civic life. The convention records 
its sympathy and support of the Negro 
workers to wipe out the barbarous dis- 
criminations against which they have 
unremittingly labored since the end of | 





| 





| the Civil War. | 


The Socialist Party favors the passage | 


groes, the continuance of Negro peonage 


= 800 people who had voted for a neW|in some of our states, and the heartless 


policy of Jim Crow laws. 
At the same time we rejoice that the 





‘Emergency Committee 


Says Disease Menaces 
Striking Penn. Miners 


Danger of a general spread of disease 
among striking miners in the districts 
surrounding Pittsburgh is indicated in a 
by the medical director of the 
Emergency Committee for Strikers’ Re- 
lief of 156 Fifth avenue, New York City. 
Schools in Library, Pa., where a pestilent 


conditio: has steadily been gaining 
ground, are already closed, the report 
continues. A return of cold weather in 


that area has added to the suffering of 
the children, many of whom are without 
proper clothing or food. 


The Emergency Relief Committee, a| 
national non-sectarian organizatior for | other nations and peoples. 


the distribution of food and medical at- | panda has already shaped American pol- | 
tention among the destitute families of | icy towards the peoples of Latin America 


strikers, is arranging to send travelling 
doctors into the disease areas. 


Between 400,000 and 500,000 children 
under fourteen years of age will receive 
medical attention through the traveling 
physician program of the Emergency Re- 
lief Committee. 


and protect the interests of our ruling 
classes. 


sion of Nicaragua by American military 
forces and the naked attempt to deter- 
mine the results of the elections by Am- 
erican bayonets. 

This militarist ard imperialist policy 
is in conflict with the best traditions of 
American history. Its continuance means 
not only servitude for other peoples but 
the eventual suppressior: of all criticism 
at home. The United States cannot be 
a despotism abroad and a democracy at 
home. Our militarists and imperialists 
are now engaged in an attempt to silence 
all criticism of American policy and the 
President himself has questioned the 
right of the press to disagree with the 
foreign policy of the governmert. 

We submit that an oligarchy of invest- 
ing interests allied with these propagan- 
dists is responsible for: ouf drift to an/| 
intolerant imperialist empire and we urge 
all who appreciate the danger that faces 
us to be unremitting in their opposition 
to this growing menace. 


Recognition of Soviet Russia 








The Socialist Party of the United 
States joins with the Socitilist and Labor | 
parties of the world in demanding the | 
recognition of the Soviet Government. of 
Russia. We condemn thepolicy of the 
Washington administratior in withhold- 
ing recognition of the present Russian | 
Government as hypocritical and dishon- | 


between the American and the Russian | 
peoples. | 
It is a piece of hypocrisy to isolate | 
Russia from the family of nations on the | 
ground of its form of govétnment. The | 
American government did not find it dif- | 
ficult to recognize the despotic govern- 
ment of the Russian Czars and since the 
end of the World War it has extended 
re cognition to such cruel despotisms as 
Hungary and Italy. 
We urge the speedy recognition of | 
Russia, not as an expression of approval | 
of the Bolshevik regime, but as a con- | 


| 


international stability and good will all | 
over the world. 





Political Prisoners 





In recent years this policy has been 
occasionally used against workingmen 
engaged in strikes and has thus become 
a weapon in behalf of the exploiters of 
labor. If the immigrant worker is to be 
denied citizenship because he loyally 
fights with his class for improvement of 
economic conditions, then citizenship has 
become a matter of servile submission to 
the masters of American industry. 

We also call attention to the fact that 
some 1,500 former political prisoners 
have not had their citizenship restored 
to them upon their release. This amaz- 
| ing neglect to do full justice to men and 
|}women whose offenses were wholly po- 
| litical also indicates the dangerous drift 
j of policy in relation to citizenship. We 
submit that the citizen whose opinion is 
| 50 firmly held that he hazards imprisor.- 
ment rather than recant is an asset to 
citizenship and we demand that it should 
be restored. 

The Socialist Party warns the workers 
of the nation and citizens in general] of 
these encroachments on citizenship and 
civil rights. 

An intolerant plutocracy with its will- 
ing political agents in power is sapping 
fundamentals of American civil rights in 
the hope of perpetuating their dominion. 
| The Socialist Party is opposed to all such 
| despotic ter.dencies and urges all friends 
of human freedom to aid in combatting 


On Imperialism 

The Socialist Party of the United 
States through its national convention in 
New York City solemnly warns against 
the cynical propaganda of militarism and 
imperialism which seeks to enthrore a 
despotic policy of foreign conquest of 
This propa- 





It has led to the invasion of weaker na- 
tions and the overthrow of their govern- 
ments by armed force. It has trans- 
formed the Morroe Doctrine into a sanc- 
tion of arbitrary police power in forcing 
usurious loans and collecting debts of our 


est and tending to embitter relations| society, In the nations named there has 


political opinions. Publications are either 


| countries. 


tribution towards the establishmert of | Hungary and Italy is a disgrace. Their 
attitude is evidence that the hope of the 
world lies in the conquest of power by 
the working class in all countries. We 
| pledge ourselves to renewed devotion to 
The Socialist Party of the United| the labor and Socialist movement with 
States, through its national convention | the knowledge that its triumph will de- 
in New York City, unites with the trade stroy the bastilles and free all humanity. 


unions, Socialist and Labor parties, and 
humane people all over the world in con- 
demning the Soviet Government of Rus- 
sia in its policy of imprisoning and exil- 
ing Socialists and others because of dem- 
ocratic opinions opposed to the ruling 
Communist Party. The continuance of 
this despotic ard brutal policy of terror 
is .esponsible for thousands of noble men 
and women wasting away in Soviet 
prisons or in isolated regions where exile 
is a living death. A systematic policy of 
organized terror which stifles the initia- 
tive of the working class, which deprives 
it of the right of organization, the right 
of a free press and public meetings, can- 
not be reconciled with the best interests 
of the workers and of Russia herself. 

The Socialist Party of the United 
States unites with the organized Social- 
ist and Labor movement of the world in 
condemning this barbarous policy and 
urges a policy of amnesty, the release of 
all political prisoners in Russia ard the 
abandonment of the regime of terror, 
exile and persecution that disgraces the 
present government of Russia. 

We also protest against the reactionary 
dictatorships that rule Italy, Rumania 
and Hungary. For hundreds of years the 
masses of all modern nations have strug- 
gled and sacrificed to establish democ- 
racy and civil rights as a basis for peace- 
ful solution of the problems of modern 





been a march back to medieval practices 
which shock civilized men and women. 
Thousands of men and women live lives 
of misery either ir exile or by rotting in 
prisons because of their economic and 


censored or destroyed, organizations are 
crushed or prohibited, and life has be- 
come intolerable. We also demand the 
release of political prisoners in these 


The cynical tolerance ard open aid ex- 
tended by the so-called democratic pow- 
ers to the ruling classes of Rumania, 





educational facilities and be it further 
resolved that the incoming National Ex- 
ecutive Committee stand instructed in 
co-operatior with the Rand School to 
prepare and publish text books for use 
in the Socialist schools for the young and 
adults. 


SOCIALIST CONVENTION 


Imperialism Condemned— Russian Recognition 
_ Urged—Freedom For Politicals Demanded 





To the Finnish Comrades 

The delegates to the National Conven- 
tion of the Soctalist Party express their 
gratitude to the Finnish comrades for 
the gracious hospitality accorded to the 
Socialist Party on the occasion of its 
National Convention ir New York in 
1928. 

Resolved, that a copy of the foregoing 
be forwarded by the National Secretary 
of the Socialist Party to the Finnish So- 
cialist Organization of the City of New 
York. 


Resolution of Appreciation 

The National Convention of the So- 
cialist Party expresses its appreciation of 
wie webs Memorial Radio Station WEVD 
and Statior: WEAF for the use of their 
facilities in broadcasting news of the 
convention from day to day and in- 
structs the National Executive Secretary 
to forward this resolution to the respec- 
tive stations. 


Un Socialist Press and Socialist 
Publishing Houses 

The Socialist Party, supporting period- 
icals and the publication of books by pri- 
vate individuals, has enabled such indi- 
viduals to make their periodicals and 
publication agencies independent powers 
in the Party and to avoid compliance 
with the declared policies of the Party, 
even leading to misrepresentation of the 
Socialist movement; be it therefore 

Resolved: That the Socialist Party or 


any of its constituent branches is not to 
accord support to any alleged Socialist 
political or publishing agency which does 
not in some definite way permit the So- 
cialist Party and its constituent branches 
or its members to share in continuous 
shaping of the policies of the periodicals 
and publishing houses. 


On the Rand School 
Resolved: By the delegates to the Na- 


tional Convention of the Socialist Party 
held in the city of New York, April, 1928. 


That in view of the services rendered 


by the Rand School of Social Science | 
that we endorse the school and request | 
all locals of the Socialist Party through- 
out the nation to avail themselves of its | 4 8teat need for this kind of propaganda 
| work, have neglected to make good use 
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bankers. It is responsible for the inva- 
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tigation of the allegations that Sacco 
calling attention to the evidence upon 


A resolution to investigate conditions 
resulting from the strike of the textile 


It is, I assume, unnecessary to dis- 
cuss the reasons which prompted the in- 
These 
reasons will readily suggest themselves 
to Socialists, since I feel that they are 
proposals which Socialists, as represent- 
atives of the workers, as lovers of peace, 
and as guardians of our civil liberties 
and constitutional rights, would unhe- 


In the same session, I addressed the 
House on different occasions, assigning 
reasons for the Socialist position on 
questions that were under consideration. 
A review of the subjects discussed would 
perhaps require more time than would 
be justified by the character of this re- 


session of that Congress was the short 


OAD Rs tense 





session in which only the annual ap- 
propriation bills are considered. During 
that session, however, I addressed the 
House at length on our Mexican and 
Nicaraguan poli¢y, condemning the course 
of the administration, and stressing the 
causes and effects of the imperialistic 
policies upon which the United States 
had embarked. 

In the 70th Congress, which is the 
one now in session, I have reintroduced 
many of the measures referred to earlier, 
and it is my intention, before adjourn- 
ment, to present a number of others, and 
also again to addresss the House on pend- 
ing questions. I have spoken against 
the tax reduction bill now under con- 
sideration in the Senate, and have sug- 
gested, in another speech, that the mo- 
ney which we are returning to the su- 
per-wealthy ought to be used to provide 
a system of unemployment insurance and 
of old age pensions. 

I have also opposed the naval pro- 
gram, and took occasion to call atten- 
tion to the possibilities of war caused by 
the imperialism made inevitable by the 
struggle of industrial nations to dispose 
of the surplus created by labor. 

I have proposed that treaty relations 
with Roumania be abrogated until Rou- 
mania accords minorities decent treat- 
ment. 

I have also asked Chairmen of com- 
mittees to which some of my old bills 
have been referred, and especially my 
bill on old age pensions, to grant hear- 
ings on them. The ruling party is very 
slow in granting such hearings. I am 
assured, thowever, that such hearings 
will be held in the near future, and I 
shall make a special effort to have the 
hearing one that will advance the cause 
of old age pensions, in which a more 
general interest is now being taken. 


Getting the Publicity 

The introduction of bills and resolu- 
tions, and the making of speeches, con- 
stitute but a part, and possibly the 
smaller part, of the activities of a So- 
cialist representative. The greater pro- 
blem is to secure adequate public at- 
tention to the Socialist program—the 
public notice of what he is trying to 
do. 
Every time I offer a measure, a state- 
ment setting forth the reasons for it is 
issued, and mailed in advance of its in- 
troduction to the leading newspapers and 
Press agencies. After the delivery of a 
speech, I have copies reprinted and mail- 
ed to the same newspapers and agencies. 
I am glad to be able to report that 
considerable publicity has resulted from 
my efforts in this direction. Aside from 
the printing of the news, there has been 
considerable editorial comment—which I 
always feel is desirable, even though it 
be in opposition to the views I have ex- 
pressed and to the measures I have pro- 
posed. It provokes discussion, and I am 
confident that the soundness of Social- 
ist doctrines and proposals will survive 
and gain from any discussion. 


The letters that come to my office fol- 
lowing the presentation of bills and the 
delivery of speeches indicate a healthy 
interest in our movement and constitute 
an assurancethat with sufficient per- 
sistence and devotion of our movement a 
substantial development of our party 
strength will result. 


I have referred to the printing of 
speeches as one of the methods by which 
|I am able to make known our views be- 
fore the public. Our opponents of the 
old parties depend to a very large extent 
upon this method of securing support. 
They keep the Government printing 
presses busy running off speeches in- 
tended for propaganda purposes only. 


Unfortunately, the Socialists, who have 





of this medium of public expression— 
although the Socialists need it badly 
since they cannot spend the millions of 
dollars for campaign purposes that the 
old parties raise in exchange for all sorts 
of promises and as a result of all kinds 
of deals. 


“We Will Be Victorious” 

In this report I have omitted to dis- 
cuss the various proposals that have been 
acted upon during the past four years 
in Congress, and the position that I 
have taken with respect to them. Such 
a discussion would require a more vol- 
uminous report that this is expected to 
be. It will be sufficient to say that I 
have always endeavored to so vote and 
act as would promote the ideals which 
we entertain—to make conditions a lit- 
tle better for the large masses of farm- 
ers and industrial workers—to help make 
their liberties secure—to resist oppression 
from coal and other barons, acting in 
cooperation with government agencies— 
and to promote and have our country 
promote the cause of international peace. 

I appreciate the difficulty of accom- 
plishing very much along these lines as 
long as there is no political party of 
sufficient strength to seriously threaten 
the unhindered domination by our ruling 
class through the two old parties. The 
chances will grow only as our party 
grows. 


In the many pending problems I shall 
endeavor to continue the course, I have 
followed thus far. I shall not attempt 
to do the spectacular, as Comrades have 
often suggested. 





i 


I shall not vote for measures that are 


| economically unsound even though to do 
| SO might mean a temporary gain in votes. 


Nor shall I become a party to any 


| delusive measures which may happen to 
| bear a label endorsed by any group, la- 
bor or otherwise. 
| tess, dedicated to the loftiest ideals of 
| public service, and organized to make 
| Possible the greatest good for the great- 
est number, the Socialist Party, and its 
representative in Congress—be he one or 
part of a group—can best serve the na- 
tion’s well-being by standing for what 
it believes to be right, regardless of im- 
mediate consequences. Upon that basis 
Socialist parties of the world proceeded 


As the party of pro- 


in the past. Most of them have been 


victorious, So shall we. 
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WE GO RIDING 





OUT | 


OW that the “shouting and the tumult dies,” the 

delegates and their wives depart, and the Great 
adventure is at lastrunder way, comes the time for 
belt-tightening and hard sweating. Our 1928 cam- 
paign is off to a flying start. “We've got the men, 
we've got the planks, we’ve got the people too.” You'll 
notice that I’m not shouting so loud about the cash, 
but somehow it is party history that whenever there 
is real enthusiasm, when the prospects for an ener- 
getic campaign are bright, (and when have they been 
brighter than right now?), the little red gods who 
preside over our destinies, throw a few nickles our 
way. And we can make a dollar bill stretch as far 
as from New York to Edinburgh, Scotland. We've 
proved that. 








I wish that everyone who reads this column could 
have been with us in New York during the 
convention days. Starting with the magnificent mass 
meeting that packed the huge Manhattan Opera 
House from orchestra to top balcony and then flowed 
over into the streets outside and ending with the 
lid-ripping acclaim which greeted the nomination of 
Thomas, the entire affair was of the sort to make you 
hold up your head and stick out your chest and be 
all-fired proud of the fact that you are a Socialist. 


I know that lots of you folks out there have been 
plowing pretty lonely furrows. That at times the 
struggle has seemed hopeless and that more than once 
you have said to yourself, ‘“‘What’s the use? This is 
a smug, self-satisfied generation. There is no good 
in them. Let them take what is coming. Why should 
I worry? Why not get it, while the getting’s good 
as so many of the ‘tired radicals’ are doing?” 


No doubt there were some, even among the delegates 
who came to New York, who felt that way when 
they arrived. I think I know one or two of them. 
It was interesting to watch their faces as they sat 
on the stage at that momentous opera house meet- 
ing and looked out on the tremendous gathering of 
working men and women in front of them. Interest- 
ing, too, to see those who had been the most pessi- 
mistic among them, standing on their chairs and 
whooping it up for Thomas like red Indians on the 
day of the nominations. 


You see we have something that no other party in 
the country has. You can call it what you please, 
vision, or dream. But in all events it has about it 
the driving force of eternal truth and the man or wo- 
man, whom it has once possessed, is never again the 
same. There’s proof of this in the spiritual despair 
which seizes those who have betrayed us. Now and 
then I run into one of these Judases and they are piti- 
ful, with their nostalgia and shame-faced excuses. 
The fall from great heights is a shattering experience, 
leaving the ugliest of scars. Of all sad words of 
modern slang, ‘‘sell-out” is the saddest. 

But the hardest of fighters needs a cheer now and 
then and that was exactly what ‘this convention pro- 
vided for the 171 delegates. And best of all, there 
was plenty of reason for the cheering. 


Right here let me tell you a secret that is to be 
kept amongst us readers of The New Leader. I, for 
one, and there were a lot of others with me, was 
simply swept off my feet by the spirit shown by the 
delegates. We are living in an age of extereme skepti- 
cism about and indifference towards political action 
of any sort. The number of voters who can vote and 
don’t, proves that. In the years since the War the 
spirit of defeatism had been ripe in our party so that 
we had developed a pretty unhealthy inferiority com- 
plex. I guess everybody will admit that without 
further argument. 

Now came along a national convention and we 
were faced with what seems like the hardest of all 
possible jobs, putting an opposition ticket in the field 
at a time when Big Business has its unchallenged 
mastery over both parties and a great majority of 
the middle-class and manual workers of the country. 
It was with no great relish that I looked forward to 
that convention. Something kept whispering in my 
ear “here comes another flop.” 

Being accustomed, as we all are, to getting thrown 
for a loss every time we get on the field, I went to 
that convention with something of the feeling of a 
steer walking up one of Mr. Swift’s platforms in the 
Chicago stock-yards. 





And I've come back a strutting fool. 


I’m just rarin’ to go out and make speeches and 
write pieces and tell the world how cockeyed it is 
and what, a little bit of collective intelligence can 
do to cure its economic eye-ache. 


If you get what I mean, that’s exactly what this 
convention has meant to us who were part of it. 
If we were tired when we. came, we are stepping 
high now that it’s over. The Spring tonic of a 
Socialist National Convention receives my hearty en- 
dorsement. 


And now I’m going to say something which will 
undoubtedly call down on me the wrath of the con- 
ductor of a certain column appearing every week on 
the front page of this paper. 


When we go riding out on the Great Adventure 
this year, we will have at our head as gallant a 
spirit as ever set lance against the three black 
horsemen, Cruelty, Greed and Fear. When the young 
Goethe was presented to Napoleon, the latter ex- 
claimed, ‘“‘There is a man.” One comes away from a 
talk with Norman Thomas with much the same feel- 
ing. You know you have been in contact with some- 
thing mighty fine and rare. You have encountered 
that intangible thing, sometimes called, “leadership” 
and sometimes “personality” and sometimes “charm.” 
It isn’t anything that can be put down black on 
white, any more than you can capture the quality 
of integrity in a test-tube. In a world of petty, 
scheming, grasping little grubs, here is a flesh and 
blood human being who assays pure gold. 


Hero worship? Sentimentality? You name it. I’m 
just here to state that one who has worked shoulder 
to shoulder with Thomas under all sorts of circum- 
stances knows that there is a man he would follow 
to hell and back. 


(Note to Editor: For Heaven’s sake don’t let Nor- 
man see this before it gets in type. McA.) 


MeAlister Coleman. 
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Diversity of Judicial Decisions—Public Policy Rather | 
Than Law Basis of Decrees 


of Injunctions) 








By Louis Waldman 


(Continued From Last Week.) 
HE theory upon which courts are 
asked to intervene in labor disputes 
s that the actions of the Union will re- 
sult in injury to the property of the em- 
dloyer, his good will, his profits, his or- 
ders, his contracts, 
j etc. But that in- 
jury is incidental to 
any kind of effec- 
tive strike, so mat- 
ter how _ peaceful 
and how direct. ‘The 








infliction of dam- 
ages upou an em- 
ployer by a union 


in a_ struggle for 
better corditions of 
its members are in- 
cidental to the 
struggle 
be endured. The 
Louis Waldman employer, by grant-| 
ing the demands may avoid the struggle. | 
Justice Holmes, while yet a judge ir the | 
| Courts of Massachusetts, writing in the / 
| case of Vegelahn vs. Guntner, pertinently | 
} said: 
| “Nevertheless, in numberless instances | 
the law warrants the intertional inflic- | 





[ tion of temporal damage because it re- 
gards it as justified. It is on the ques- 
tion of what shall amount to a justifica- 
tion, and more especially on the nature 
of the considerations which really de- 
termine or ought to determine the an- 
swer to that question, that judicial rea- 
soning seems to me often to be inade- 
quate. The true grounds of decision are 
considerations of policy and of social 
advantage, and it is vain to suppose that 
solutions can be attained merely by logic 
and the general propositions of law 
which nobody disputes. Propositions as 
to public policy rarely are unanimously 
accepted, and still more rarely, if ever, 
are capable of unanswerable proof. They 
require a special training to enable any 
one even to form an intelligent opinion 
about them. Ir the early stages of law, 
at least, they generally are acted on 
rather as inarticulate instincts than as 





and must! definite ideas, for which a rational de- 


fense is ready.” 


What Tactics Legal 


What tactics in a labor struggle that 
results in injury to the employer are le- 
gally justified? What constitutes justi- 
fication is the big question. 

Its answer is a matter of public policy 
rather than of law. 


Although the courts repeat the formula | tive enactments. In the States of New ) 
that to organize for the purpose of secur- | York, Montana, California and Arizona, | 
ing improvement in the terms and condi-/| the courts nold that the primary boycott | 
tions of labor and: to quit work and to/| is legal. A majority of the courts of the | 
threaten to quit work is perfectly lawful, | other states and the federal courts hold 
they have been poles apart in applying | such boycotts illegal. In the States of | 
this general principles to specific facts; New York, Montana, California, Con- 
in a case. Mr. Justice Baker, writing in| necticut and Arizona, it is legal to circu- | 
the case of Iron Moulders Union v. Al-| larize an employer’s customers, inform- | 
lis-Chalmers Co., summarized the general | ing them that a labor dispute or a strike 
principle as follows: |esists and invite their sympathetic co- | 

“To organize for the purpose of secur- | operation. New Jersey, Minnesota, Penr- 
ing improvement in the terms and con-| Sylvania, and most of the other states | 
ditions of labor, and to quit work and to| hold such circularizing illegal. The courts | 
threaten to quit work as means of com-| Of Ohio, Minnesota, Montana, New York, 
pelling or attempting to compel employ- | Oklahoma and New Hampshire hold that 
ers to accede to their demands for better | 9S 4 Proposition of common law, peaceful | 
terms and conditions, are rights of work- | picketing is lawful. Courts of other states | 
men so well and so thoroughly estab- | limit picketing only to the extert permit- 
lished in the law * * * that nothing re- | ted by statute. 
mains except to determine in successive; Thus it is clear that able courts of dif- 
cases as they arise whether the means/ ferent states honestly differ as to what 
used in the endeavor to make the strike | constitutes lawful activity on the part | 


effective are lawful or unlawful. * * *”| . ‘ P ; | 
Q | of organized labor in its struggte against | 
And here is the rub. 


For, a general | ‘ 

examinati . ie Gianna ph | capital. Under those circumstances, is it | 
r Het z Say Sew not clear, therefore, that the issues which 

opinion. will show how thoroughly judges | 

differ in their 


ia | courts are called upon to decide in labor | 
determination as to|.. . | 

: injunctions are more matters of public | 

whether “the means used in the endeavor | 
to make the strike effective are lawful | ? 


olicy thar. of law? 
or unlawful,” irrespective of any legisla-' 





(To Be Continued Next Week.) 








SOCIALIST PLANS AND PROGRESS 





National | 
Readers in unorganized communi- | 


ties desiring information on how to 


made in the course of the debate on the 
big naval bill is available and can be 
mailed out free to voters. All branches 
and party members are requested to or- 


organize local divisions of the Social- 
ist Party may obtain instructions, 
leafiets, charter applications, mem- 
bership cards, application cards and 


| der a big supply and send them out. They 
}need only be addressed and mailed, the 
|post office does the rest. The cost is 
| $4.00 per 1000 but any one who can’t 
| afford the cost can get the speeches any- 


all other necessary information by | 
addressing William H. Henry, Na- | 
| tional Executive Secretary, 2653 
| Washington Boulevard, Chicago, 
Mlinois. Information regarding 
| speakers, literature, platforms, ete., 
| may be obtained from the National 
Office. 
| 


| . - 
California 
The Socialists of Los Angeles will hold 
}a picnic on Sunday. May 6, at Eagle 
| Rock Park. Lew Head will be the princi- 
pal speaker. We may also have Up- 
ton Sinclair. Our candidates for con- 
gress and the legislature will be on the 
| program. 


| 


J 
Pennsylvania 
Mass Meeting in Rex Theatre } 
| On Sunday evening, April 22, Mayor 
} Stump and Councilmen Maurer and Sny- 
der will be the speakers at a _ public | 
meeting in the Rex Theatre, at which 
the activities of the city administration 


i] 


how by writing to’ the state office, 21 Es- 
sex street, Boston. , 
State Convention 
The annual state convention will be 
held in Boston, June 3. 


Rhode Island 


Socialists willing to help to get a tick- 
et on the field will please write to Ed. 
ward A. Livermore, 226 Richmond street, 
Providence. 


Vermont 
Socialists willing to help to get our 
ticket on the field please write to Louis 
L. Clay, 89 Maple street, Burlington, 


Maine 
Socialists. willing to put up our ticket 
please write to Wendell Farrington, Liv- 
ermore Falls. 


New Hampshire 


Socialists willing to help to put up our] 


will be discussed. 
The meeting 


| lic, 


|cials give an account of their actions. 
Hoverter to Speak 
William C. Hoverter, 


has been made possible 
by the courtesy of the Franklin Theatre 
Company and will be free to the pub- 
All citizens of East Reading should 
keep this date in mind and arrange to 
be present when the Socialist city offi- 


| 
candidate for 


ticket, Young, | 


127 


please write to Earl B. 
Baldwin street, 


lege have formed a local of the Social- 
ist Party and applied for a charter. 


Connecticut | 

Ansonia 
Karl C. Jursek, State Organizer, ad- | 
dressed a miners’ benefit concert at City | 


State Senztor, will speak at the 18th | pay 5 5 . 
| ward branch on Tuesday, April 24. All by ths beothere’ Leaene, —_ seid ot | 
|}members and friends of the party are the National Socialist Convention do- 


cordially invited to attend this meeting 
in the Oakbrook Fire Company Hall. 


Massachusetts 
Boston 

An important conference of members 
and sympathizers will be held Sunday, 
| April 22, at 10:30 a.m. at the American 
| House, 56 Hanover street, Boston to 
make arrangements for an active cam- 
|paign this summer and fall. 
| May Day Celebration 
Our May Day Celebration will be held 
| Tuesday, May 1, at Willington Hill Au- 
ditorium, Morton and Wellington Hill 
street, Dorchester at 8:00 p.m. There will 
|be a dance and whist, also speeches by 
| James Oneal cn “Labor's Final Victory” 
jand Joseph Bearak on “Labor’s Next 

|Step.” Tickets 50 cents. 
Berger’s Speeches 
speech against imperialism 


| 
| 
Berger’s 





Thomas Defender of 
Labor and Liberty 


(Continued from page 3) 
mission for conditions in Ireland in 1920, 
presenting the since famous report which 





was read into the Congressional record. 
This report was the high-light of the 
| agitation which led up to the Lloyd 
George agreement ending the Irish-Bri- 
tish crisis fhile editor of “The World 
Tomorrow”, Thomas ir 1918, published 
the first comprehensive criticism of the 
Wilson policy of sending United States 
troops into Russia. For this article the 
Federal Government attempted to indict 


him for violation of the Espionage Act. 

As a civil liberties defender Mr. Tho- 
mas was one of the founders of the Am- 
erican Civil Liberties Union, which stag- 
ed the famous Dayton evolution test case. 


He spoke in Mount Vernon, New York 
in a free speech test case in 1920. With 
Dr. John Haynes Holmes, he was then 
arrested only to have the case thrown 


out of court, a victory for the defense 
Mr. Thomas is co-director of the League 


for Industrial Democracy; a member of 




















Committee of the Civil 
Liberties U a member of the exe- 
cutive committee of the American Furd 
for Public Service chairman of the 
Emerg y Committee for Strikers’ Re- 
lief; r r of the Pr Writers’ Un- 
n; as te litor of “The Nation’ 
ind “The New Leader author of “The 
Conscient Objector for which the 
late nator Robert M. LaFollette wrote 
al oduction; author of the “Chal- 
lenge of War”, and “What is Industrial 
Democracy”; and co-editor of the “New 
Tactics in Social Conflicts”, and “Pros- 
perity’ 


married Miss 
They have five 
206 


In 1901, Mr. Thomas 
Frances Violet Stewart. 
children and make their home at 
East 18th street, New York City. 


,| dates, Thomas and Maurer and Organi- 


ings was received with great enthusi- 

asm. The concert and meeting result- | 

ed in $114 being raised for the strik- | 

ing miners’ families. | 
New Haven 

August Claessens, the humorous lec- 
turer will speak Sunday, April 22, at 8 
p.m. before the Forum of the Work- 
men’s Circle Educational Centre Hall, 
438 Oak street, New Haven. His subject 
will be “Causes of Unemployment.” The 
meeting is free to the public. 

The Connecticut Delegates were kept | 
busy at the National Socialist convention. 
Jursek was elected on the Constitution | 
Committee. Davis was exceptionally busy 
on the Tellers Committee and McLevy 
was elected on the National Executive | 
Committee, Ways: and Means Commit- | 
tee and Chairman of the convention on | 
Tuesday. | 


New York State | 


The State Executive Committee meet- | 
ing in New York during the National | 
Convention, tentatively fixed the dates | 
of the unofficial State Convention as 
July 14 and tentatively selected Albany 
for the place of the convention. 

State Committee 

The official State Committee of the 
Socialist Party met and organized at 
Finnish all, New York City, Saturday | 
evening, April 14. S. John Block of New} 
York was elected State Chairman and 
Herbert M. Merrill State Secretary. Ar- 
thur Jacobson of Albany was elected | 
Treasurer. Fred L. Arland, Wm. M. Fei- 
genbaum, Julius Gerber, Herman Kobbe, 
P. J. Murphy, Ray Newkirk, Samuel 
Orr, Fred Sander and Theresa B. Wiley 
were elected members of the Executive 
Committee. Amended Rules were duly 


adopted. 
New York, City 

BRONX 
Immediately after the 3rd A. D. is! 
organized, Regional County Chairman 
Knobloch will get into the three remain- 
ing unorganized assembly districts with 
the cooperation of the district chair- 
man. There is only one obstacle in the 
way of orgarization work on a large 
scale—money. Contributions should be 
sent to Samuel Orr, 291 Broadway, New | 
York City. Watch the Bronx. 

3rd A.D. 
The organization of a new branch in} 
this district will take place Friday, April 
20, at 8:30 p.m. sharp, in the Martinique 
Mansion, 156th and Beck streets, one 
block west of Southerr boulevard. Au- 


gust Claessens will address the enrolled 
Socialists and independents to whom 
1000 invittions were sent out. The sub- 


ject will be the “Convention Candi- 


zatior. Work.” This will be the fourth | 
new branch organized in the Bronx since 


eee. Irving M. Knobloch will pre- 
side. 
5th A.D. 
This new branch, consisting princi- 


pally of young folks, meets Friday eve- 
nirg, April 20 at Freeman Mansion, 1243 
Southern boulevard near Freeman street, | 
Samuel Orr, will speak on “Current 
Events.” Plans will be made for Sun- 
day’s hike or outing. More applicants | 
for membership are on hand. 

Central Branch | 
New members have joined this big 


Laconia. | held in Bensonhurst for many years took | 
A group of students at Dartmouth Col- | glace Tuesday evenirsg, 


| program with an address 


berg, 


cially, a fine dance and entertainment, 

consisting of novelty numbers, will be | 

held at 1167 Boston Road, near Home All 
Street. All branches and Yipsels are 
invited. Samuel Orr and David Kasson 
are makirg plans for a membership drive 
to which enrolled Socialists and non- 


Yipsels are requested to assist 
the Emergency Committee on Nicaragua 
| Saturday, April 21 from 10 o’clock in|} 
the morning on. Twelve organizations | 
ss are cooperating in a protest against the | 
enrolled voters of the 4th A. D. will be Sieeradann War, by Fe nanas med a oars in | 
oo ce Lobes P . | groups calling for government to make 

his is the district from which Com- | neace with Nicaragua, and to withdraw 
rade Orr was elected several times bythe Marines. Come down to room 389, | 
big majorities. He will be the principal Bible House, Astor place, this Saturday. | 


| 
Yipseldom 


Speaker. You will be given your assignment with 
Branch Seven East a placard. State the number of hours 
A well attended meeting was held|you desire to devote. 
Thursday, April 12. Due to the good Seniors and Juniors 


work of our M. Press, S. Goodman and 
A, Bass, the membership of this branch 
continues slowly but surely to mount. 
Eight applications were received from 
new members. Personal canvassing of 
enrolled voters is in full swing and good 
results obtained for the Socialist Party 
ahd our press. A lively discussion on 


Because of the National Convention | 
most of the circles held no regular meet- 
ings. However, there will be sessions | 
again this week. The various new com-| 
mittees commence activity this week. | 
You will receive mail concerning the | 
plans. | 


the Convention Agenda was led by I. Sere 
George Dobsevage. The women com- " " ° 
Trades are or the job to arrange our Goebel Compliments 


May Day celebration in cooperation with 
the Russian Branch. Detafls will be an- 
nounced later. The next meeting will 
be held Thursday, April 26. 
BROOKLYN 
One of the very best mass meetings 





Arrangement Commitee | 
On N. Y. Convention | 








Editor, The New Leader: 

We are all what we are. For myself | 
I am a “bug” on efficiency and an extra 
bug on the Socialist and Labor move- 
ment even out-doing its enemy in effect- | 
iveness for every dollar and ounce of en- 
ergy expanded. For that reason I feel 
forced to ask limited space to express } 
admiration and appreciation of the en- | 


April 17 at the! 
3avoy Mansion, 20th avenue and 63rd 
street. It was planned to take advan- 
age of the presence of delegates to the 
Nationa} Convention and arranged a 
meeting with the hope of having a cou- 
ple of them present. 

Thanks to the initiative Carl Cum- 
nings, the meeting was more than suc- 


sessful. The large hall was filled to . : 
sapacity and the audience was enthu-/| tire arrangement in connection with the 
siastic. George Goebel of New Jersey, | meeting of the National Convention in 


New York, and elsewhere, was chairman 
ind handled the meeting in his well- 
tnown style. The speakers were Jos. 
W. Sharts, of Ohio, Rachel Panker of 
New York, Al Benson of Wisconsin and 
Mahoney of Illinois. The crowd stay- 
“d until late to listen to the addresses 
ind contributed over $48. This is the 
second successful meeting in this terri- 
tory. 


New York City. 

Just who was actually in executive con- 
trol I do not know. That perhaps in 
itself is a special compliment to whoever 
that person or persons may be, and I 
know, as always, there were dozens (per- 
haps hundreds) in countless small un-| 
|seen, but essential ways joining with | 
that directorship in putting it over. 


18th A.D. 

But two weeks remain in which to make | 

sure that you succeed ir attending the 
Package Party and Dance of the 18th 
A.D. in Room 4, of the Rockaway Man- 
sion, Sunday evening, April 29 The 


Only those conversant with such mat-/ 
ters can fully appreciate what it means} 
to over-fill the Manhattan Opera House | 
room holds but 175, and at the rate/|as it was, and to arrange a happy, well- | 
tickets are going it looks like a full) balanced program as was last Friday | 
norhe Branch was well represented at | night, or ay eligersanapeacoced rnaescnigd < = | 
the various affairs of the National Con- day night from the presentation of birth- 
vention. One of the delegates, Berrard | day roses to “Jim” Maurer, his laugh and 
J. Riley, is a member of the 18th. The tear bringing acknowledgment; the hap- 
branch was able to send over 20 of its! . cloud piercing response of Thomas, | 
and not least, the unusual spectacle of | 


members to the banquet and dance and 
pledged $25 to the National campaign 

Hillquit taking that unusual collection of 
ten thousand dollars. 


fund. 
There being no meeting last Friday, 
due to the Convention, the meeting on 3 . 
April 20 will continue the educational; Mass meeting, Banquet, that visit to 
a the wonderful apartments, the (Finnish) 
Sadoff on “The Philosophy of the Com-! yay), so well adapted for efficient har- 
mumss Movement. monious work by the Convention, those 
23rd AD. ; monious work by t onvention, thos 
Monday evening, April 23, Louis P. Gold- | enthusiasm—all of it so fine and effective | 
delegate to the National Con-j;that “the comrade from New Jersey’ | 
vention, will give a report of the pro-| would feel ashamed of himself if he did 


by Dr. Louis 
“Yipsels” with their a s ar. 
At the business meeting to be held | incre joy and song ard 


eedirgs. It is expected that every act- 
yi A 10+ Vv blicly 
ve Brownsville member will be at this 7° 54¥ 5° Pu blicly. . —_ 
GEO. H. GOEBEL 


meeting. 
ae A POWERFUL SEARCHLIGHT 
on 


American Imperialism. 


This new Vanguard series exposes the history and nature of 
America’s interests in Latin-America. The dark and hidden 
corners of our relations with these countries are brought to 
light in the following three books, prepared under the editor- 


ship of 
HARRY ELMER BARNES 


and written by trained economists and highly competent in- 
vestigators 


The Americans in Santo Domingo 

x Se oe, cA a Ce By Melvin M. Knight 
The Bankers in Bolivia . By w. 4. Marsh 
Our Cuban Colony . . By Leland H. Jenks 


These books will leave you with an unforgettable picture of 
the condition of these picturesque and defenceless peoples 
under the domination of American dollars. 
$1.00 each 
Bookstores R v4 


Order Now At Ail 1 é i Mail—add 10c for p loge 








lhese indDound, full-size, and printed on fine 


j Vanguard 


VANGUARD PRESS, 80 5th Ave.,N.¥. 


pape for catalogue of 75 le 





branch. To close the early spring» so- 















| of June moons and 





KIND 
MR. MARKLE 








LL the modesty isn’t monopolized by the world-fa- 
mous oil monopolists testifying as to what hap- 
pened when Doheny and Sinclair went hunting for 
Al Fall with little black satchels and Liberty bond 


bombs. 

There are others. For instance: Mister John Markle 
of N. Y. C., who made a fortune in coal. and being 
desirous of helping humanity, Mister Markle looked 
around to see where he could ease his conscience. 

Not being able to see where the locked-out and 
famine-stricken miners of Pennsylvania deserved any 
help, Mister Markle at last caught the eye of Command- 
er Evangeline Booth of the Salvation Army. 

“What can we do for humanity?” asked Mister Mar- 
kle. “I have already given away $5,000,000 worth of 
my winnings but I want to give some more. Help 
me before I am ruined.” “You are just the man I’m 
hunting for!” the Commander replied. “I want to 
build an up-to-date residence for poor but deserving 
young business women, people who don’t know any- 
thing good about Unions and who wouldn't strike if 
they could. I need $500,000.” ‘It’s yours,” said Mis- 
ter Markle without pausing to consider the conse- 
quences. 

“Where’s any modesty in that?” Well, I'm coming 
to it, but I’ll let Mister Markle tell it to the reporter. 
“Mr. Markle said he did not wish to comment on the 
gift; would rather let it come from Commander Booth,” 
but, somehow or other, it leaked out that: “Among his 
recent gifts to charity were $500,000 to Lafayette Col- 
lege, $100,000 to the McAuley Water Street Mission 
and $3,000,000 to found the John and Mary Markle 
Foundation,” other unmentioned charities bringing up 
the total to around $5,000,000. But all the same, this 
man was too modest to “comment on” his good work, 
for which he is deserving of praise, no matter what he 
did to the producers and consumers of coal. 

Let who will say, “Charity covers a multitude of 
sins,” I know better. I know a philanthropist when 
I hear one, and John Markle is a true blue Captain of 
Industry. 


“Equity” Courts 


“Equity courts” is what the injunction judges call 
them. But according to Webster’s Unabridged, I find 
that equity means: Equality of rights; natural justice 
or right; the giving, or desiring to give, to each man 
his due, according to reason, and the law of God to 
man; fairness in determination of conflicting claims; 
impartiality.” 

If that definition’s correct, then somebody’s wrong. 
Webster or the courts, and blest if I can see where it’s 
Webster. 

Maybe, though, what has happened is what Mac- 
auley says had already happened in his day. “Equity,” 
he says, “had been gradually shaping itself into a re- 
fined science which no human faculties could master 
without long and intense application.” 

Yes, I guess that’s it. Equity like most everything 
else, is getting too refined to be understood or appre- 
ciated by anybody outside of high society. I hope 
it won’t turn into a joke on them, too. Things happen 
that way sometimes, though. 

“Equity?” Bosh, Tripe. Nonsense. Say “class rul 
and be done with it. Quit your kidding, judges. You 
are fooling nobody. Not even yourselves. 


Better Starve at Home 


Listen: If you want to grow up with the country and 
prosper, go to Richmond county, South Carolina, on the 
next train. 

Richmond’s “New Industries Commission” advertises 
that the “average wage in South Carolina textile mills 
is only $631 a year; that there is a large surplus of 
labor seeking employment, and textile unions un- 
known.” 

Warning: The New Industries Commission having 
failed to state how the come-on capitalists it was 
advertising for were going to market their products to 
a bankrupt working and farming population, all who 
have any idea of emigrating to this Open-shop Heaven 
would make a good, sound, safe and sane investment 
if they sunk a part of their capital in a return trip 
ticket. 

Hiking back isn’t all it’s cracked up to be and South 
Carolina’s vagrancy laws are about as merciful as her 
extremely just child labor statutes. 

If you ask my advice: Don't do it. If you must starve 
to death, do it at home—support the home industries 

give the old burg’s undertaker a chance, not some 
foreigner. 


Let’s “Let George Do It” 


I notice that Televox, the electric wageless wage 
slave, is fast growing up and acting more like his 
rival order taker every day in every way. 

His intelligence is almost as surprising, too. He can 
now answer the bell, sweep the floor, raise the window, 
unveil Washington’s statue, salute the flag, say his 
prayers and do many, many other useful things almost 
as perfectly as a one hundred per cent working man, 
and do it all without talking back until he is told to. 

In fact, Tele looks like such a promising proposition 
that I’ve been thinking it might not be a bad idea, for 
us union men to organize him, put him to doing the 
work we've been worrying over, and take a good long 
rest doing nothing but flirting and fishing. How about 
it, brothers and sisters? 

We workers havn't had a real honest-to-goodness 
rest since civilization started, you know, and I'm long- 
ing to go cruising with Morgan or golfing with Rocke- 
feller. How about it? Let’s go. Let's quit and leave 
it to George Televox. 


Times Have Changed! 


“The purpose of the schools,” said Benjamin Frank- 
lin, “is to furnish the succeeding age with men quali- 
fied to serve the public.” 

That may have been true in B. F.’s day, but not in 
ours. Nowatimes the purpose seems to be to furnish 
men capable of catering to the plutocracy while posing 
as public benefactors. Not “serve” but “Service,” is 
their slogan. Everybody’s doing it, from bankers to 


bandits, from Big Biz to Babbitt, so it must be all right. 


Adam Coaldigger. 


Challenge 


(For Sacco and Vanzetti) 


What shall we sing of, now that you are gone? 
Of melodies of fountains 
Delicately sobbing in perfumed grief? 

After we have shouted for your freedom 

In strong, defiant voices until our throats were hoarse; 
After that last hour of agony with you . 
As we watched you climb the steep ascent of Calvary;-- 
titl Can we, will we go back to the thin sweet shallow 


of sweet ladies 


melodies 
roses? 


—OLIVE S. O'NEAL. 
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cent wage cut. 


old rate. 
_the bright sunlight of the early | 
ning, workers went to the mills’ to 
the fun. The gates swung open and 
en stepped before each portal 


silent guard. 
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ik, ‘England An interesting debate will be staged 
Textile Mills 


BEDFORD.—Girls sang and men | and Timothy P. Murphy, veteran Social- | | a : 
“danced jigs-in front of the mill gates | ist and orator, on the subject, “Which | §) e ee i ta e 
§ 27,000 cotton goods workers struck Is the Worse—the Protestant or the/§} 

: of the 26 companies affiliated to | Catholic Religion?” Smith claims that |! 


y Bedford Textile Manufacturers Protestantism is the more deadly chloro- | By Joseph T. Shipley 
Not a loom wove and not | form, whilst Murphy insists Catholicism 
spun in even one of the mills is worse. Since each debater has evolved | {| > 
Seven unions of the American | from the religion he champions as being ——— 
ition i zie s > 
ae Openers denen | one © Stand strugele is in store for CONVENTION WEEK | like precision that marks, for instance, 
8,500 workers are still busy at | - B= EE ee E WONDERED whether it might not the Chester Hale girls of musical come- 
be true to declare that the most dy fame; instead, there is a grace of 
| Arthur Garfield Hays dramatic evert of the week is the So-| separate movement toward a common | 
cialist Convention here in New York,| goal, in a single flow, that enhances by 
| Friday at Bronx Forum which has named our stalwart Norman its subtle variatiors the quality of the | 
Thomas as presidential candidate. On work, much as the slight irregularities of 
reflection, however, we recognized that | hand-made lace are one of its advantages 


13 mills em- | those who attend. 


But save for 


going in to fetch out tools, not |ence Darrow, appeared and defended the 


iy he er deigned to enter. 


the gates squeaked shut as mill owners 


About 8 a. m. 


‘New Bedford, dedicated wholly to the 
manufacture of fine cotton goods and 
mixtures, is a city on strike. The de- 

mdent class, the grocers, the preach- 

Ek the dry goods merchants, the street 
car company, the newspaper editors, all 

are, waiting obsequiosly on the good will 
of labor, offering friendly advice and ex- 
pressing cooperation. 

' Preachers from pulpits flay industries 

which cannot pay a living wage. Ed- 

' itors«swear that they know labor’s cause 

Business men grieve over 

empty cash boxes and plead with tears 
in their eyes before the textile barons, 
please, to rescind the wage cut. 

90. per cent of the town gets its living 
from the mills, and a good portion of that 
90 per cent, now on strike, also form 
the majority of church audiences, of 
newspaper readers and 
Even the cops are courteous. They are 
brothers or cousins of mill workers them- 


store traders. 


From Fall River’s skilled workers came 
assurances of support and a $2.50 a week 


every unionist. The machinists 


by the struck Darlington mill at Paw- 


e asked: 


“Is Rhode Island going to stand with 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Color- 
a, ado in the use and abuse of injunctions?’ 
; The union will fight application for < 
permanent writ. 


took steps to organize a union to affili- 
Bedford Textile Coun- 
cil, Existing unions of the council re- 
ported swelling membership. 

President McMahon of the United Tex- 
tile Workers, seeing the menace of wage 
reductions sweeping into Rhode Island, 
hastily called a conference of all New 
England organizers and issued a state- 
mént defying mill 


j owners. Warring 
4 against a temporary injunction obtained 
; 
t 
: 
: 


























SCHOOL OF 


596 Riverside 
Dr. (137th St.) 


Phone: Edg. 9432 


al ll all lll alle all alll alle alls alle all le al 


We teach how to develo, 
your eye muscles, whereb 


- Seed oe —_ become 
EYESIGHT normal. asses perman 
G ntly discirded-Cataracts 


a 


e 

Partial blindness. Crosse: 

eyes, drooping eyelids cor 
| rected. Results: Health 
| Facial Rejuvenation. 



















Do You Know the Value of 
Your Eyes? 
; Do not neglect them. They are your 
‘ best friends. 
Our expert optometrists and up-to- 
Gate optical offices are at your service. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


| 2 talk by Professor Feuillerat on “The]} starting on his trip so early; mystcric 











Atheists To Stage , 


Interesting Debate | 





| Sunday at the Ingersoll Forum, Guild 












Hall, Steinway Building, 113 W. 57th 
street, at 8 P. M. sharp, between Charles 











Smith, President of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancefhent of Atheism 














Arthur Garfield Hays, noted Liberal 
}and prominent attorney who, with Clar- 





there is nothing especially theatrical in over the machine-made variety. 


teacher prosecuted in Tenressee in the| ‘he present state of the party activity. . . by innate and irremediable law 


famous anti-evolution trial of that state 
a few years ago, will deliver a lecture 
this Friday evening at the Tremont Edu- 
cational Forum, 4215 Third avenue, near 
Tremont avenue, Bronx, on “Companion- 
ate Marriages and Divorce.” 





matter?) like to feel that, similarly, there flaw. 


hattan; nonetheless the mouth of the 


Same place or Friday, April 27th, on 
“Marxian Socialism.” All lectures start 
at 8:30 sharp, and are followed by ques- 


Now that that’s off my mind, and the| 





The Hungarian Actors’ and Artists’! season are stiJl at hand, for those whose 


Kovaco, prima donna; Alodar Zsodanyi, “HIM”; the former reviewed this week, | 
American-English character actor; Eliza-| the latter opened, but too late for com- 


beth Biro, member of the Roxy Theatre| ; j i : 
3 ment until next issue; both decidedly | quiet satisfaction, 














ae Eva Le Gallienne’s comedies; “And So | ™ 

The Grub Street Club is engaged in| To Bed”; “The Play’s the Thing” by all 

an active season, for its Monday night} means: “Our Betters’; and most heart- 
meetings at the Green Witch Inn (68 E. ily “The Beggar’s Opera”. Of things | 
| llth street), where Henry Harrison pre-! more serious: “Strange Interlude” if you | 
sides over the meetings. Last Monday] can get tickets, and even if you dis- 

Dr. Winifred Sackville-Stoner debated on approve; “12 Thousand”, which Basil | 
‘he questior, “Resolved, that Man is Su-| sydrey and Mary Ellis are well handling - 
xerior to Woman,” and David P. Beren- a most interesting theme; again Eva be io do less than justice to the Har- 


Jerg gave a poetry recital. Next Monday]! pe Gallienne; it’s too bad Hampden is 
« | ¢opecially to Jimmy Pendelton (who help- 


ei Gavrilov stage the number) and his 





Tragedy of Amy Lowell” will be followed | ang musical comedies we refuse to men- 
dy a poetry recital by Joseph T. Shipley; | tion, you pays your money and you 
und on the 30th, there will be a reading | takes your chance. 

xy Sherman Ripley, and a talk by Joseph quenateiien 

r. Shipley on “Confusions in Contem- REAL DANCING chief attention. The “Circus Adven- 
dorary Criticism.” At each meeting there] As interesting an evering of shecr|ture’—and “Pancake Day in Russia” — 


we also a musical program and refresh- rhythmic beauty, of form and color and : go and see beauty while you have a 
|chance. These are good days for danc- 








v7 shared with Geraldine Spencer (ard | 
several whom I could not identify) my 


nents. Non-members are invited. sound as one can desire, is afforded by 
— eee Gavrilov and his Ballet Moderne at the | 2%8- 
Gallo Theatre. The company is one FRIST 
It Also Runs hat, without a host of individual stars | FOLLY AT LARGE 


A practical miniature Locomotive | ,¢ world repute, gives to each individual| The current 
six inches long and weighing but 12 | sat measure of attention which draws | lies” spreads forth at the Winter Gar- 
ounces, has heen campleted by "*Troren the ‘best, in cooperation: toward} der, on its usual large scale, perhaps 
French mechanic after ten years the creation of beauty. In the dances| more populous than;ever, for over 150 


| 
y | sai - 4 ; 
work, of this company, there is not the machine- ‘surge in its swift-moving cast. It has, 





Fragrant Wood ‘ , ‘ 
Preeti at on: Draabate tee The Bronx Free Fellowship 
i s the fragra eart- em , 
) ad, Sunde evening. At the 9 

wood of several species of evergreen Rev. Robert W. Jones of the Bullfinch ve n Road, Sunday aad @ 
trees, chiefly Orientai ones. The prins | Place Unitarian Church of Boston, Mass., o’clock open forum, Darwin J. Meserole, 
cipal supply comes from India and the now in New York City for the purpose president of the Unemployment League 

celpy — of studying the work of the Bronx Free 


Fellowship with the intention of organiz- ment and the Stabiliziation of Business. 


Office and Meeting Room ing a similar forum in Boston, will pre- 
+ @.5.E'F side at the 8 o'clock Fellowship Service 


ment and the Stabilization of Business.” 











A musica] program by Genevieve and 
/ Selma Kaufman has been arranged. 








Inquire evenings, Socialist Party, 


1167 Boston Road, pone | EUGENE V. DEBS BIRTHPLACE 

















: * Dr. Frank M. Goldfarb The birthplace of Eugene V. Debs as pictured in the American 
Dr. Barnett a Becker, Inc. 501 East 173rd Street Appeal has now been prepared in picture form and also on postcards. 
? Optometrists and Opticians Gaacial yp ange gly ~ 7 The pictures are 942x11 in., suitable for framing and the postcard pi 
Y 218 East Broadway, near Clinton Street cial dentist for the Workmen's ture is on the very best of material. 
rr ie por prcsiagg m9 ans psa ranches att “ia The pictures sell at 25 cents, single copy, one dozen $2.00 and one 
: 262 East Fordham Road, Bronx Highclass work and moderate prices. | hundred $15.00. The postcards sell at 30 cents per dozen, or one hun- 
923 Prospect Ave., near 163rd St., Bronx || § ee dred for $2.00. 
ee ee Se. Saeny fre, FOROS TT EH Y, er meee We hope our comrades and friends everywhere will take acvan- 














PARK PALACE 
3-3 West 110th Street 


Elegant Ball Rooms for Balls; Weddings, 
Banquets and Meetings 


ee bad HERTZ, Props. 











Cathedral 








4234 
5071 | 












MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL, 


| NEW YORK | 





tage of this offer. Secure a picture for your home and postcards to 
3 The write to your friends. Organizations should make it a point to order 


! REPAST CAFETERIA ee eer Send all orders to the 


In The People’s House atch 2 oak : a 
' 7 East 15th eden. New York NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY 
. 2653 WASHINGTON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
7 PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 








“The Place Where All Radicals Meet” 




















































































































































Live in a modern, fireproof hotel by the |'——— — =I] a | 
Say oor a than, in the cnowded city. | 1 - 'D T T q | 
r we - . " | 
like Pomtorts, *toutdoor. sports, maid, ae | | FRESH CUT FLOWERS DAILY A | 4 N I O N e | 
4 pmepene apeviees ~ | ie from Times 4 r7 | 
uare . (Brighton e ac tat ). | ‘ . 
Phone Sheepshead #000) | FRED SPITZ State, Local and Branch Secretaries 
3 SECOND AVENUE | Now is the time to get new record books for the coming year. | 
|| (Near Houston St.) - - NEW YORK || There is nothing so conducive to good will among your serra ip - 
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Tohse on the program include Istuar . ilov’s |. 
Papp, well known dramatic actor; Lily atiet hired me Py gph tn nag | ee Wee eee Seeneed, tae Sees, 
ee eee nee umnungs’/ though my mood, after the delicacy 


cast, and others. worth while. Of lighter pieces I record | : as Tc 
my regret that “March Hares” has again | Ad Foner yew age ae he os - 

. “ot C closed; and suggest: “Volpone”, any of | #4venture” brought the more boisterous 

Grub: Street Club " “4 sod. In the first of these, against a 


}es. To mention the four tramps would 


ful little partner Wmily Oppa— | 


| Collier, of “Our Betters,” at the Henry 
| Miller Theatre, will be the guest of 
{honor at a Shakespearean dinner given 
“Greenwich Villiage Fol- | by Miss Jane Manners, at her home on 
Park averue. There will be one hun- 
dred Shekesp 





at the Bronx Free Fellowship, 1301 Bos- | 





Shield of Honor. 


knowing producers cannot afford to ex- 


| ter Hale girls are an unfailing delight. 
But we (why the sudden plural for this Man finds no beauty where there is no | 


is less of the dramatic about the aaa | The chief flaw in the evening, how- 
son River at its source thar where it} wer was the music of Sir Paul Dukes 
passes the sky-pricking towers of a which (though most of it was echo) 
: ; seemed sadly out of place beside the! 
Mr. Morris Hillquit will lecture at the | Stream is implicit at its well-spring; and | onaixowsky, the Chopin, even the mod- 
the ultimate sweep of labor’s cause no ern New York thusic> that- made the 
less certain because its waters are not] oct of the pidefam, " musically effect- 
yet as wide as some may despairingly | ive, But I trifle: The first number in- 
tions and discussions. wish. | troduced us most pleasingly to the color 
Thastve Geltd. tea decibel -te ear of and sway of the ballet, with a. Valse | 
eatre Gu 

s. 2° Ting ~ |Romantique that was delightfully spac- | 
Hungarian Actors’ Union its last production of the season until | oq ang raghiohell Two briefet srudabers 

Giv es Concert Sunday | the fall, it might be worth glancing about | differently hiniiofous, led to the Gre- 
to consider what good dramas of the | .i4, Rhapsody, in which, after some 
siatuesque reproductions the great ap- 


Urion will hold their annual Concer 

Sunday, April 22d. 3: Pp a fs : Lenten obligations have kept them for | pleuse for which somewhat surprised | 

cS) y, April 22d, 3:15 P. M., at the} 4 time out of the theatre. There are,| dane d| 

Yorkville Casino. ip doaak fest of scmeinine ualse-eles me, come a dance of graces, fauns, an 
sp = |} Satyrs for which the most hearty ap- 


glorious backdrop of the canyons and/| 
| pe aks of Manhattan, stirred dances that 
| for skill and modern rhythm equalled any 
revue, and added ar element of art, of 
color and grace beyond the mere ex- 
| hibition of talent, that no revue possess- 


Maryland,” “The &i‘udent Prince,” 
“Blossom Time,,’ and thirty other ope- 
rettas, has completed “An American Sym- 
phonic Suite,” his first classical compo- 
sition, which Paul’ Whitemar. and his or- 
chestra will feature at a special con- 
cert in the early fail. The suite is made 
lera group, to the lower East Side, and | up of American themes, and is not Eu- 
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} ¢ 


jent “Kidding Kidder 


r 
f 
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called as the author of “Three Live 
Ghosts” and “Nothing But the Truth.” 
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ing figure in all Shakespeare move- 
ments abroad. Ps 


made so many of her most successful w 
appearances as a star 2 

atre under the mané 
Charles Frohman, is a 
| the house of Frohman. Today she sign- 


e 
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bi 
the Ausirai 
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p 
by Berrard J. McOwen and Harry E. 
Humphrey. 

“The Golden Age,” the new play by 
Lester Lonergan and Charlton Andrews 


tl 


yon.” Its leading char?cters 
mitive people who have lived away from 
all contact with civilization for years. 
Thto their little world come two aviators 


w 


existence and who precipitate a near 
tragedy. 


ayer in “The Silent House,” the mys- 
tery melodrama at the Morosco, will go 


3¢ 


when she will play Hedvig in “The Wild 
Duck” at the Ibsen performances on 


AY 
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in the part three years ago. nounced it excellent, and expressed in- 113 West 5ith St 
P terest in this Jason person. He then told - 
The new production at the Cherry] them about .it and received a contract Sun., April 22, 8 P. M. sharp 
Lane of a posthumous play by Andreyev,|to make a feature titled “The Body _— 
‘The Waliz of the Dogs’, should be|/purch.” This also came up to the stu- DEBATE 
horoughly —— in tone , Not only |dio standard and he was placed under “WHICH IS WORSE— , 
is the drama the last work of the great | egnt t irect for a lon eriod. ee ae 4 ; 
Russian playwright. but the direction of ee Gees ale 7? PROTESTANTISM OR 
this, its first production anywhere, is| The Cherry Lane Playhouse, available CATHOLICISM ?” 
by Celia Avramo, born in Russia: the| for lease since the New Playwrights SR a 
sets are being done by Charles Fried-| ejosed their season, will be taken for Protestantism: 
rage Ae Mot mg young scene design- | the year by persons interested in the com- CHARLES SMITH 
: he authorized |ing production of “The Waltz of the Pres. 4 A. Ex-Protestant 


m 


m 
ne 


|has an everingful of Follies. 
and the alternate sweep and flow of | o 8 : ; 
| enytnen of this dance, is rather one of 


svering, April 25rd, Lew Cantor will 


thich John Tuerk presents at the Long- 
acre on Tuesday night, is described ir 
the preliminary announcements as a 
“powerful drama having its locale in 
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|} also, an effort more than usually ap- 
| parent to connect itself, at least at the 
| Start, with the first two words of its 
title. The last word it seldom forgets. 
| The present offering, despite its gal- 
axy of stars, has moments when me- 
diocrity too rapidly succeeds the banal; 
| were it not for three features, we would 
be uninclined fo approve. However—! 
In at least a half-dozen numbers six- 
| teen of the Chester Hale girls make their 
enmassed appearance, and as long as 
they are on the stage, grace of formed 
movement and poised color give all that 
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National famous things in New York ~~ Statue of Li 
ve 3 aot on. of Natural History ~~ 











one can wish. Whether it be in the 
blue bird costume, or the varied colors, 
burnt orange to canary yellow, of their 
solo dance, the reds of the Orient, or the 
contrasted _black and white of what the 
program calls -“Cinderella”, the Ches- 


Almost as frequent on the stage is “Doc- 
tor” George Rockwell, and for every 
moment of his appearance laughter is as 
certain as it is loud—and the house ve- 
rily resounds with it, as, in health talk 
or mere announcement,, or demonstra- 
tion of latest educational modes, George 
Rockwell entertains. Then there are 
Jans and Whalen, two likely lads who still 
have the secret of nonsense, who in 
word or stir of music or rhythm of 
| dance find the incongruity that lies 
at the root of most amusement, and 
prick it forth for us. 

In addition to these continuing ele- 
ments of entertainment, there are a fe\* 
less prominent, but sound. Ben Dova, 
for example, does what his name im- 
plies with an agility that should make 
Volstead suspicious; his body seems to 
have so many joints. And Evelyn Law 
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lesque: “EVE. SUN 
: RITZ Sy You Mow aire if you 
| Bee avert Seen a OF tha 

















THE THEATRE GUILD PRESENTS 
Week of April 23 


“Volpone” 


Marco Millions 


Guild Theatre 
WEST 52nd STREET 
Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 2:30 
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is a graceful dancer. So, after all, one 
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Sigmund Romberg, composer of “My 


STRANGE 4 MAD SQ.CARDEN 4 Sth Sts. 
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Incl. Among 10,000 Marvels 








JOHN GOLDEN THEATRE 
58th Street, East of Broadway . 
Evenings only at 5/30 











Tne Monster 
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opean in any way. 


At the Bijou Theatre next Monday 
April 23rd), Mack Hi illiard will pres- 
a new comedy 
nelodrama by Stephen Champlain, 
ounded or a story by the late Frede- 
ick H. Isham. Mr. Isham will be re- 





Tuesday night, April 17, Constance 





The first of its kind ever captured 





PLAYS FOR THE PEOPLE Greatest Feature of All Time 

‘ MORE PEOPLE — MORE ACTS — MORE 

OOLOGICAL RARITIES MORE FREAKS 

Eva Le Gallienne MORE OF EVERYTHING THAN EVER 
at thé BEFORE 

= Adm. to All Pay $1 to $3.50 

Civic Repertory Theatre (Incl. tax). Children under 12 at HALF 

: prices at all matinee performances except 

14th Street and 6th Avenue Saturday. Tickets at Garden Box Offices. 


Branch Ticket Office: GIMBEL BROS. & 
ABRAHAM & STRAUSS, BROOKLYN. 











MON. EVE.—‘“‘The Good Hope” 
TUES. EVE.—‘‘Hedda Gabler” 

WED. MAT.—‘“Hedda Gabler” 

WED. EVE.—‘‘The Cradle Song” 
THURS. EVE.—‘‘The Master Builder” 
FRI. EVE.—‘Three Sisters’’ 

SAT. MAT.—‘“Twelfth Night” 

SAT. EVE.—‘Improvisations in June” 


WILLIAM FOX PRESENTS 


“THE PLAY GIRL” 
with MADGE BELLAMY 


Another Great Stage Program 
First Time-Symphonic Arrangement 
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GERSHWIN’S RHAPSODY IN BLUE 








‘e enthusiasts present. 
r vears has been a lead- 





“Miss Collier: for 


Mics Billie Burke, who in the past 






rt the Empire The- 
ement of the late 
abe - to return to|¢ 


d oa contract with Gilbert Miller to 
tar as Dot Rendcli in “The Happy Hus- 
and”, a new comedy by Harrison Owen, 

ian playwright, which Gil- 
e in immediate re- 
who was seen in 










ert Miller will rp 
earsal. Miss Bur 


At the Forrest Theatre on Monday 


tery thriller 






resent “The Skull’, a myst 





1e upper reaches of the Grand Can- 


pri- 






ho disturb the peaceful calm of their 


Helen Chandler, leading feminine 
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THE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE 
At Cooper Union AtMuhlenberg Branch Library 
At 8 O'Clock 209 West 23rd ‘St. (nr. Tih Ave.) 
———. At 8:30 O'Clock 
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 MONDAY, APRIL 23 


Roxy Symphony Orchestra 
A NOVEL MUSICAL SKETCH 
with these Stellar Artists 
LIBBY HOLMAN, Charec*es Singer 
of ‘‘Merry-Go-Round” 
LOCUST SISTERS of “Hit the Deck” 
sa = = CHORUS, — A Group of 
2lightful Divertissements 





Th. 50th St & 7th ; 

EARL CARROLL ie eats Phe | 
Sat. at 2:30 

GENE BUCK Presents the Musical Ace ,| 
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"Take the Ate” 


ith WILL MAHONEY and TRINI | wor, 


AO | 


_— jhony Conecrt To-morrow | 
11:30 





LAUGHS—TUNES—SPEED—BEAUTY | pgentese Roxy Symphony Orchestra 
nie * ious oner a Erno Rapec, Conductor 
UPROARIOU th Ave. 6 hi slaw, Codtraite Soles 
MONTH SEATS $4. 40 | | 50th St Sophie Braslau, Coniralto Soloist 
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DR. DAVID S. MUZZEY MR. HOUSTON PET 
“The Duty of the Historian to Tell | “Prophetic Poems 
me | WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 
TUESDAY. APRIL 24 ] DR. ROBERT CHAMB ERS 
PROF. HARRY A. OVERSTREET | “Experimentation and the Living Cell” 
“The Ascent of the West” 


| THURSDAY, APRIL 26 
FRIDAY, APRIL 27 DR. E. G. SPAULDING 
MR. EVERETT DEAN MARTIN | “Is There Any Valid Proof of God?” 
‘What is Taking the Place of the| ~<a 
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‘Older American Ideals’?” SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
a i DR. HORACE M. KALLEN 
Admission Free ‘Fate and Freedom as Facts and as 
Open Forum Discussion Ideals 


ack to one of her former successes 
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yril 22 Tom Powers will play with & 


er. Miss Chandler 
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~ nved op aueeeee | ON his own. It was shown to Carl Nak ® " alt 
scored @ success Lacininle and his executives, who pro- | INGERSOLL FORUM 


‘in, is Rus-|pogs”, if their first venture of stag- 
; one of the | ing ar unproduced Andreyev play should 


Ru rt - WaS | young scene designer, a director, a bu- Ex-Catholic 
ral of the players/siness man or two and three or four P oa oe 
Even the prin-| actors are planning to incorporate and The “firebrand” orator, 





. tw ) reel picture in two days ard a half 





Catholicism: 
ove successful. A group including a TIMOTHY P. MURPHY 











n, though not Rus-|take over the Cherry Lane. Ibsen's Come early if you want seats 
in New York In |“Brand” is tentatively among their plans Admission Free 
Prisoner”, at the | for next season. Se odin athe atin ofa atin atin afte afte ile atie atte ate afl 
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f “The Weatltz of the Dogs” is Wednes- | Twenty-five trade unionists, represent- _———— j 
day, April 25 jing nine different industries in as — The Ties Side Open Fordin m | 
seks _ ifferert states, who are now students | || 

Clarke Silvernail, now appearing in | at Brookwood Labor College, Katonah, ||| at The Chure h of All Nations 
“The Silent House” at the Morosco The-|w, y., will appear in “The Start” an ori- | || 9 Second Avenue 
aire. has | anpointed to fill the un- | ginal four-act play, at the Labor Tem- | || 7:30 P. M. CECIL HEADRICK on 
expired term of Grant Mitchell as Vice-|ple, Fourteenth street, New York, on | aoh PM bone eval oe a | 
ol i ; 4 poh # . = fly ood fe Priday, agen = yt e~ conan: go tag | Revolution ‘and R conciliation’ 
m. 10 Was a ay-COG & an t »|is given under the aus s yi ii oe rary ™ | 
president of Equ York Alumni of the College a ae | en oe ee 
‘ benefit of the Brookwood Building and . r a 
Leigh J n he nom-de-megaphone | Endowment Fund will be directed by Jas- orado, Meryland, North Carolina and 

f Leigt J f rer scenario|per Deeter, director of “In Abraham's Indiana. 

writer with 12 Universi Pictures Cor- ' Bosom” last seasor. 

poration. h heen assigned to direct a “The Start”, written by two Brook- The Denishawn Dancers of the Deni- 
Serie of thrilling u — rw orld pictures wood students, Eva Shafran of the Cloth shawn School will close People’s Sym- 
titled “Eye f ti U rworld”, based | Hat and Cap Makers Union, and Beckie phony Concerts course Friday evening, 
or the ri of tha ‘ti tle by William | Friedman of the Amalgamated Clothing April 20. They has prepared an in- 
Lester Workers, shows the resolve on the part teresting program for this final con- 
Jason was born here and is a gradu-!of a needle-trades union to organize the cert of the season 1928. The program 
ate of Stuyvesant High School and of | out-of-town shops, the tactics of the consists of the following composers: 
Columbia University He has written | organizer who comes and gets a job ir Rachmaninoff, Beethoven, Debussy, 
unorganized shop and awakened a MacDowell, Lane, Strickland, and 


the scenarios for many) 
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res, the most recent 


body Here Seen Kelly?” “The Cheerful | by 


successful pic- | an ’ 
es 5 being “Any-j|union spirit in the workers, discharges Stoughtor. These concerts are intend- 


the boss and the strike. ed for students and workers. Admission 


Fraud”, for Reginald oe. and “The | The cast includes garment workers, tickets will be obtainable at the door 


coal miners, textile workers, electricians, evening of the concert. The final con- 


Convinced that he could direct and | tailors, pocketbook workers, railway cert will take place in the beautiful 


carmer:, cap makers and upholstery ditorium at the Washington Irving h 


periment he changed his name, wrote a' workers. They come from Illinois, Penn- | School, 16th street and Irving place. 


story, hired a studio and staff and made sylvania, New Rin rcv Col- / Admission to this concert will be 50 certs, 
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reasons: (a) ecgine pre the Scamhens in} J. L. Afros a Benedict | a 
industrial opportunities for Negro work- neal 
ers; (b) The exposition of militant in- J. L. Afros, prominent Brownsville So- 
austrialjsm by pan in aod “na cialist, Member of the 18th A. D: Kings, 
group; (c) A more serious consideration 
.,.| and representing N ty | 
erhood, but merely to advance their pur-|of the economic basis of life through its g oe ee re } 
poses. +} publications; (d) A moré aggressive as- | °" the Student Delegation recently re- | 
Cooperation On Competition sault upon the stronghold of American | turned from a tour of Soviet Russia, an- | 
5.—In the year 1921 at an industrial | organized labor by Negro leaders and / nounced his marriage to Flora Lewinger, | 
convention of Negro organizations con-| organizations; (e) Organization of Negro/ 4)., of the 18th A. D. Kings. This news 
trolling the employment of thousands of | labor independent of white labor; (f) a - ig ‘ | 
Negro workers, it was decided that Ne-|use of Negro organizers. — * prraaness  supeme Me) 
[ Brownsville Comrades, as it was gen-| 
2rally thought the heart of Jack | 
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The Decline 
of The Negro 
Strikebreaker 


By Ira De A. Reid 


HE American labor movement has 
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a considerable factor, and he feels 
tHAt the unions réeognizinig: his: import- | 
ance to the accomplishment of union 
aims dre making appeals to him’ for 
membership, not out of a spirit of broth- 
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The International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Uniow 
3 West 16th Street, New York City 


Telephone Chelsea 2148 
8. Jehn Block, setecna and Counsel, Pe 

225 Broadway, Room 270-10, New York. MORRIS SIGMAN, President ABRAHAM BAROP?P, Secretary-Treasurer | 
.Board of Delete meet at the Labor 




























THE LABOR SECRETARIAT 
OF NEW YORK: CITY 


A Cooperative Organization of Labor 
Unions to Protect the legal Rights of the 
Untons and Their. Members. 










groes would not be sent as strikebreak-} at the same time the use of Negro 
ers to places where the striking unions 






that 









long regarded the threat of Negro 
strike breakers as one of the banes of 
its existence. For years there was a 
most unhealthy attitude on the part of 
organized labor towar@ this powerful, do- 
cile, unskilled labor force tHat was con- 
trolled by only such economic factors as 


where Negroes are excluded from the un- 
ions, they would not be advised to fore- 


accepted Negroes, and that they would 
advise Negroes to join the unions wherev- 
er possible; but, that where Negroes are 
offered positions by- employers in trades 


strikebreakers will continue for the fol- 
lowing reasons: (a) Because of the rank 
indifference of the American Federation 
of Labor and its subordinate bodies to 
the problem, despite their many resolu- 
tions and platitudes; (b) Because of the 
refusal by international organizations and 


the 


fair sex. 


Afros was adamant against the wiles of | 
We know that the many | 
friends and comrades of this popular | — 
2ouple will wish them all the luck ir the | 
world. 


Temple, 243 East 84th Street, New York 
City, om the last Saturday of "each. month 


at 8:00 P.M. 
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Eat Only in Restaurants 

















The Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment Cutters’ Union 
LOCAL NO. 10, LL. G. W. U. 
Office 231 East 14th Street — Telephone Algonquin 3292 












EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETS EVERY THURSDAY AT THE OFFICE OF THE UNION 
DAVID DUBINSKY, General Manager 

















were the antithesis of labor principles. 
Finchers Trades Review of July 1868 tells 
of a riot at Buffalo, N. Y. when the 
bosses attempted to replace the white 
longshoremen with black workers. As 
a result of this escapade, two black men 
were drowned, one killed, and twelve 


go the opportunity. 

6. The Negro minister is still the lead- 
er among the people. Until recently 
Negro ministers knew very little about 
unionism except that employers are op- 
posed to it. This was enough to in- 
fluence Negro ministers to urge Negro 


others to admit members under charters 
of these internationals; (c) Unfair atti- 
tudes on the part of unions after Ne- 
groes become members; (d) Failure of 
the American Labor Movement to seek 
to inform and educate Negro labor; (e) 
Failure to encourage organization of the 


that Employ Union Workers 


Always Look WAITERS & 
: Waitresses’ Union 
gee om LOCAL 1 
LAB 162 E. 28rd Street 
Tel. Gramercy 0843 
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) ; LOUIS RIFKIN, 
} | President. 
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PAINTERS’ UNION No. 917% 
Regular meetings pe gs < i cralid at the Brownsville ‘ 














Workmen’s Furniture Fire} 
Insurance Society, 
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unskilled labor was most bitter. It caus-| ployer who had ous them a chance in | Pap + oe, re ee mis: a c'y-Treasprer. i. JAFPE, Vice-President j. WELLNER. Bus. Agent 
ed strong complaints from the whites | indust: serted, one-seventh of the labor in the ——— Reguiar meeting every a en ee ee [) RABINOW!TZ, a 
lo . anci: -". Ds t S&t., o 
pe Un‘éed States, labor organizations of my one ee nee P yn 
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who said that the Negroes cheated them 7. 
























The decline of some Negro leaders, at retinovem Heddy [| Cents 
out of all the easiest ways of making| who were willing to oppose untons for | América can never be pm nary knee ag grr ead El ss 
a living and this opposition led to riots | certain considerations given them by em- | = bid surance, Mimeanents will be received } | —— —— = 
" ‘ |ized. The complaint could not be madc at the following places: 5 l C I ‘. i k f A Z 
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ions closed their doors on him, when em- 
ployers refused to hire him in normal 
times, he found the doors in industrial 
freedom shut in his face. Though sup- 
5 ply and demand governed the normal 
j labor group, the Negro found injected 
: into his employment this quasi-econom- 
ic law of supply and demand plus that 
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culture to industry has increased the ne- 
cessity for action, and not firely phrased 
decorations by organized labor. 


Local 174, A. M. C. & B. W. of N. A. 
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potent factor in its existence. That qualified Negro workers desiring 
membership in labor organizations, join 
unions that admit both races equally, 


instead of organizing separate Negro la- 
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Some Prime Factors - 


Let us glance at some of the out- 
standing situations affecting the Negro 








Industrial Opportunity Opening Up 
The transition to an industrial activ- 
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' “THE SOCIALIST PARTY CONVEN. 
| TION AND ITS CALL TO SERVICE 


ja Tt is no idle boast when we assert that the work 

_ Of the Socialist Party convention is of more 
importance than the work of the two wings of cap- 
italist politics which are to assemble at Houston 
“and Kansas City. This Socialist convention re- 
"Presents the New Abolition, the movement for the 
Overthrow of anew oligarchy that has placed its 
'Glammy hands on all of American life. To the 
Socialist Party convention came men and women 
| Of ideals and convictions. To Houston and Kansas 
* City will go the dummies herded and marketed by 
Professional gamblers and finally cast as dice in 
ing a successor to the Jeffersons and Lin- 
colns. Our convention represents the living pres- 
nt. The others represent the rotting order of a 
) *uling class whose only hope lies in peddling nar- 
» €otics as a substitute for convictions. 


+The Socialist Party has nominated two men 
for its standard -bearers who fully measure up to 
the idealism and convictions of a movement that 
is in earnest. In Norman Thomas for President 

peialist Party offers to the working class and 
thinking people in general a spokesman and cru- 
“Sader whose life is a record of service to every 
"Moble cause of our generation. Does prison yawn 
for some man or woman guilty of sentiments not 
approved by our ruling Babbittry? Thomas is 
) there with counsel and protest. Where serfs of 
Capitalist exploitation rise against ‘treatment no 
lemger endurable, Thomas is in the fighting line 
Cheering the timid, gathering rations for the 
Women and children, and speaking for those who 
find it difficult to utter what they feel. When 
the world looks black with the menace of war and 
the militarists itch for “glory” in carnage and deso- 
dation, Norman Thomas counsels peace and the 
Solidarity of labor. To enumerate his services for 
economic freedom, his work against human bondage 
whatever form it may take, and his numerous ac- 
tivities for industrial democracy, peace and frater- 
nity would require a book rather than an editorial. 


> A SOLDIER IN LABOR STRUGGLES 

In James H. Maurer for Vice-President the So- 
cialist Party also presents an answer to the cynic, 
the apostate and the man lured by the money vats 
of capitalism. Much is said by the poets, the edi- 

, tors, the essayists, and the retainers of capitalism 
fegarding “success”. The gamblers in the fate of 
hitiman beings, the vulgarians who heap up piles 
Of cash out of the sweated labor of millions, those 
who swine their way to the top of a pile of dollars 
are examples of the “success,” whose smug features 
decorate the Sunday supplements and cheap maga- 
zines. 

“Jim” Maurer probably has not a dollar that 
he can call his own and he is one of the most suc- 
cessful men in the United States. His life and 
work have been given to the liberation of his class. 
The unemployed and the wastftl, the slaves of the 
mines, the consripts drilled to serve our ruling 
classes, the workers struck down with an injunction 
club in the hands of servile judges, the men, women 
and children ridden down by Pennsylvania cos- 
Sacks, the workman gagged and the striker im- 
prisoned, have all contributed to the making of 
“fim” Maurer. In the Pennsylvania Legislature, 
at the head of the State Federation of Labor, and 
fiow chief of an important department of the city 

mment of Reading, “Jim” Maurer has real- 
the joy in the only struggle worth while. He 
fas lived, lived intensely, and served his class with 
= ability and devotion. Morever, the more sordid 

We mspects of the class struggle and the disappoint- 

== anents that occasionally come to the crusader have 
ever soured “Jim” Maurer. With a fund of wit 
and anecdote drawn from a life rich in 

) experience, “Jim” Maurer long ago learned to 

ieugh at the absurdities of capitalism. No working- 


























human 


fan of our generation has punctured more pomp 
) ous bladders than he. His addition to the ticket 
provides the Socialist Party with a team that will 


taspire all who in any way revolt against the part- 
tes that aré only worthy of the scrap heap. 
ie ULTIMATE VICTORY IS OURS 
| OF the convention itself it is not easy to convey 
) Se the reader the impression which it left upon the 
 deleg: tes and visitors. There were delegates who 
24 aye not bee: seen for years, There were also 
pisemefaces, men and women who fpr the first 


te s 
- Pe ee 


SSS 
time attended a. national convention. Something 


days was evident. It was the subject of general 
comment and it was to be expected. The un- 
certainties that have accompanied the activities and 
prospects of the Socialist Party for years have 
vanished. No other party will carry the banner 
of the workers in this campaign. The party had 
worked and watched and waited since 1922 for 
the organized masses to move out of the camp of 
the capitalist parties. It had waited outside to 
join them. It waited in vain. It now leads the in- 
dependent march again in a campaign of educa- 
tion to inspire the workers. There may be heavy 
gains in the vote in November. Then they may be 
small. But no matter. We will fight the good fight 
because we know that ultimately the victory will 
be ours. 

This was the spirit that inspired the convention. 
It was again evident in the remarkable demonstra- 
tion which opened. the convention in Marihattan 
Opera House Friday night. By 8:15 o’clock the 
Opera House was packed from pit to dome with 
eager men and women. Overflow meetings were 
held outside. The dinner to one thousand Sunday 
night carried the idealism and enthusiasm to its 
highest pitch when in a short time over ten thous- 
and dollars was coHected and pledged to the cam- 
paign. The crusading spirit of Marx and Engels, 
of Debs and Hanford, Jaures and Bebel, and hosts 
of others who have built this movement all over 
the world revealed that the fatherland of dollars 
and dupes, oil politics and sewer politics, of cap- 
italism and militarism, will not go unchallenged in 
the coming years. 

The work of the convention also measures high 
in comparison with any previous convention. The 
platform is couched in terse and simple English 
which the masses will read and understand. It is 
a careful presentation of problems and issues of 
concern to all who labor and all who seek to avert 
the oligarchy of capital that may rise on the wreck 
and agony of another general war. The profes- 
sional brokers of capitalism who will gather at 
Houston and Kansas City will be concerned in 
framing meaningless documents that are designed 
to appeal to all views. Our platform is intended 
for those who think, those who realize that cap- 
italism can no more be perpetuated than the slave 
economy of a former era. 

A CALL TO ORGANIZED LABOR 

The address to the trade unions of the country 
departs from other documents of this sort adopted 
by previous conventions. In other years we were 
content to define our fraternal relations with the 
workers organized in the trade unions and then 
to aid them in all their struggles. This year we 
not only repeat this but we go further. The Soci- 
alists of this country have a long and creditable 
record in building trade unions in this country since 
the German exiles fled from the exception laws of 
Bismarck. It is time to recall these services and 
for the Socialist Party to offer friendly counsel to 
the organized working class. As a political organ- 
ization we have no right to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the trade unions as they have no right 
to interfere in outs, Only the members of the 








unions can work out their own problems but what 
we have helped to build we have no desire to see 
weakened. The address issued by the convention 
will be helpful to trade unionists and we hope 
that Socialists will give it wide distribution when 
it is available. 

THE ONLY PARTY OF LABOR 

In other sections of THe New Leaper will be 
found a fairly complete report of this notable con- 
vention. We assert that, considering its decisions 
and its candidates, those who earnestly desire to 
aim a smashing blow at the corrupt and _ senile 
two-party machine of capitalism will find that the 
Socialist Party has presented the only opportunity 
for doing so this year. Forget the little groups 
that gathered in Chicago a few weeks ago. They 
have no organized masses behind them. The 
Socialist Party is the Labor Party of the United 
States and it has been the Labor Party since 1900. 
It may be only one section of a greater Labor Party 
in some future election and it will set up no sec- 
tarian barriers to this realization, but for the pres- 
ent the best way to realize this ideal is to support 
the Socialist Party and its candidates. There are 
no other two men in this country who can com- 
mand the support for another political organiza- 
tion that Thomas and Maurer can command. And 
it makes no difference who the Democrats or the 
Republicans nominate, no matter how “honest” or 
how “progressive” they may be. The cowardice 
of the so-called “progressives” in Congress who 
crawled back into the Republican camp in order 
to obtain committee assignments shows what is 
to be expected of those who bear any allegiance to 
capitalist party organizations. 

GO FORTH TO BATTLE! 

And now to you Socialists in the field, the 
veterans and new recruits, we solemnly urge you 
to take up the work that lies ahead. This conven- 
tion was held early so as to permit of plenty of 
time for planning, organization and raising of 
funds. Our standard. bearers must speak in as many 
cities as meetings can be arranged. Other speak- 
ers must give their services as they never gave 
them before. Leaflets must be printed and dis- 
tributed by the millions. Books and pamphlets 
must be sold. Trade unions and other organiza- 
tions of the workers must be reached. Publicity 
must be organized and systematized. All questions 
and issues and anything of petty differences must 
be thrust aside and full attention given to a great 
campaign. Above all, organize if you have no or- 
ganization. Strengthen it if you have one. Enlist 
every person who can render useful service of what- 
ever kind. Go forth to wrest power from the des- 
poilers of the United States! 
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Memorial Meeting 
To Honor Paul Axelrod 
in N. Y. Saturday 





A memorial meeting in honor of the 
late Paul Axelrod, one’ of the founders 
of the Russian Socialist movement, will 
sf 

be held tonight (Saturday) at the Hias 
building, 425 Lafayette street, near Astor | 
place, under. the joint auspices of the | 
New York group of the Russian Social | 
Democratic Labor Party, the Plechanoff | 
Social Democrats and the Jewish Social- 
ist Verband. 





Speakers. will be Morris | 
Hillquit, Dr. S. Ingerman, Jonah Biliat- | 
zer, A. Litwak and others. 
Paul B. Axelrod, who died in Berlin | 
last Tuesday, was 79 years old, and he | 
had devoted over 60 years of his life | 
to the Socialist movement. Very early in | 
his youth he threw in his lot with the | 
oppressed workers and peasarts of Rus- | 
sia and in spite of danger to life and 
liberty, continued activity in that cause 
to the end. In 1883 he was one of a} 
group of five who launghed the Group | 
of Freedom for Labor, out of which grew | 
the Russian Social Democratic Labor | 
party. Among his colleagues were Geor- | 
ges Plechanoff, Leo Deutsch and Vera 
Sassulitsch, Socialist heroes all. 

He was active to the very end in party 
work. In 1905, when the Bolshevik-Men- | 
shevik division came, he alligned himself 
with the Mensheviks purely on issues of | 
internal party organization and _ theories. 
In March, 1917, he was in Petrograd, but | 
a little later in the year he went to ar | 
International Socialist bureau meeting in | 
Amsterdam, and never returned to | 
Russia. | 
During the past ten’ years his main | 
work has been urging upon the Inter- 
national Socialist movement the dangers 
of Bolshevism and insisting upon a 
strong and resolute stand upon the issue 
of democracy versus dictatorship. He re- | 
sided in Berlin and was active in his | 
party to the very last day of his life. | 
Axelrod was a great theoretician, and 
he wrote many books on Socialist theory 
and practice. He left two daughters ard 
a son. 
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Sonnets: To Frances 
I. 


Slowly the song dies; and spring, that’s come 
Is not like spring—yet things do not hold grief: 
The song that withered on the air like some 
Frail bird, too poignant—singing for belief. 


Too beautiful for record, leaves no trace 

Of its sheer flight. Dull senseless world of things! 
What does it know of euphony or grace 

Or of the sweeping flight of swallow-wings? 


But thus it may keep beauty: stamped in stone— — 
Some fern frond of a prehistoric time, 
Substanceless, but still its clean form known, 
The epic told again by a stray rhyme. 


So will I have you, Frances, dim-outlined, 
A neat and placid image in my mind. 


TI. 
No, things do not hold grief; well then, shall I 
With all my vaunted live intelligence 
Be less self-harmonised than is the sky, 
Less sensible than things that have no sense? 


Shall I at noon be sad, because the dawn 
Once having burst across the silver linen 

No longer spreads its fingers on the lawn? 
Nay, dawns come daily; so, I find, do women. 


Hence, let me not be easily deranged, 
Too mindful of a song! But let me be 

As austere as a star, as little changed 
As it is from prepotent destiny. 


And yet I grant that this is hardly human, 
For I am man, and sadly—you are woman! 
Carrol Marks. 

Comrade J. H.—of Harvard University writes in as 
follows: “I do not know whether you are interested 
in criticism of contributions to your box. I venture this 
bit, however, in a highly negative spirit, as an ex- 
pression of my hearty dislike of Max Press’ “The De- 
feated”. What I object to is the emotion expressed. 
He has a right to wallow in whatever feelings he feels 
at home in. But I do believe that The Chatterbox 
ought to be exclusive in that it admit contributions 
only that are resultant of healthy revolutionary think- 
ing and feeling. Singing the joy of failure is a dole- 
ful practice that might easily come from bored, colle- 
giate young men and women, not from those who are 
actively eager in behalf of a better society. Unless, 
of course, brother Press, in a sentimental moment, 
decided to offer a threnody in behalf of a doomed 
capitalist class.” i 


I should not really take issue here with our Harvard 
contrib on the poem of our guest Max Press. The 
question involved is merely on the admissability of 
negative subjects wherin decadent philosophy or de- 
featist psychology raise the merry hee-bee jeebees with 
“healthy revolutionary thinkers” and their feelings. 
And in all editorial decency I should leave the defense 
of the poem itself to its author. But since I have long 
wished to spout forth on the vital matter now brought 
forth to controversial light, I shall beg the pardon of 
both gentlemen while I get my thousand or so short 
monosyllables in edgewise. 

Failure and defeat are the twin synonyms that make 
trinity with idealism. And you will all pardon my 
Brisbanian platitude when I insist that an ideal re- 
mains an ideal until it is attained. I will go even fur- 
ther to insist that success is the very poison that de- 
stroys the ideal in us. This of course is only meant 
and is only entirely true to our present world of in- 
dividualist-capitalist life. I could bring you to witness 
a thousand instances in our own experience, where 
men and their works were beautiful to behold as long 
as they walked, lived and toiled within their un-ac- 
complished dreams. It would be too much like dish- 
ing up the remains of a thousand graves to name and 
elaborate here. Mussolini epitomizes to my mind, the 
ugly consequence of success ending the idealist. Debs 
stands alongside of Christ as the failure that keeps 
alive the heart and soul of a dream. I could draw you 
a few more pictures of leaders, mass demagogues, 
well-fed radicals of old, and reformers who have grown 
weary of failure, and have taken up with the easier 
manners of success. None of them are sweet to con- 
template. Nor are they to blame. The flesh is too 
tyrannical for the brain. Comforts have a way of codd- 
ling us out of self-imposed hardships... 

In my own day I have seen old comrades become 
successful in trade, and lose heart in Socialism. I 
have known and still know groups and institutions 


once organized to prapagate & pony cause betray 





the ideal and accept dismal failure for it once success 
and power and money poured in upon them through 
peculiar circumstance or public accident. This has 
been particularly true in instances of colonization 
schemes and literary ventures. Dramatic leagues, art 
centers, and even book publishers can add to the sad 
total of failure through success. But I do not intend 
to set up a cold battalion of figures and names to prove 
a distasteful proposition. For myself, I have a hearty 
dislike of any personal success, as success is generally 
accepted. I do not believe any individual can obtain the 
full liberation of an enslaved world through his own 
genius, sainthood, or wizardry. I am a Socialist be- 
cause I firmly believe in the democratic evolution of 
my ideal through a mass movement, this mass to be 
composed of intelligent men and women who have be- 
come convinced in my faith. At the present state of 
affairs here, I am for being a teacher with thousands 
of other teachers. I distrust leaders. Therefore I 
refuse to hold power over others. I cannot and will not 
lead. 

I want to reach no success in my dream until all 
the rest have reached it with me. That is why I 
accept defeat after defeat as the wage of my untiring 
pedagogy. That is why I do not lose patience with my 
unwilling pupils. My very failure to attain the so 
much desired “tangible result’ saves me from the sad 
consequences of a little success. I accept the little vic- 
tories here and there as even some sincere teacher of 
grammar school children comes upon a day of lessons 
well recited in an otherwise ordinary week of work. 
I have in me the enthusiasm of youth for the hard 
work ahead. But I still balance it with the mellower 
judgment that no lesson is well learned for future 
use that is not solidly built up through proper teach- 
ing in these days of undergraduate schooling. 

And always my thoughts are that perhaps I shall 
not see the result of this labor. That success in my 
tomorrow will not attend the dull routine of necessary 
work in the today. But therein lies my joy, that mine 
will not be sordid flush of success such as the real 
estate agent feels when he has sold a swamp lot to a 
gullible investor. Mine will be the lasting happiness 
that I have had a small part in building for an ultimate 
universal life of human joy and freedom. I shall al- 
ways then be counted among the failures in life. And 
it will not depress my “healthy revolutionary think- 
ing’. This I can assure you, my comrade at Harvard. 

I do know that much that I have said here is old, 
and hardly “punchy” to the “peppy, minute-man reb- 
el”. But all the wholesome truths of the world are 
old and sedate and mellow with reason. And my phi- 
losophy of economics is an old truth. And most of my 
comrades with whom I am so glad to work are old in 
their years of service to the same ideal. I could name 
you a hundred men right now who have discarded 
personal success, yea, even the fleshy joys that al- 
ready possessed fortune could easily give them, to 
devote their years of active service for the cause. In 
a sense, these’men are failures, self-made failures, if 
you like, since their life-work has brought forth no 
present-day success. There is Morris Hillquit, whose 
personal success as a lawyer, as a man of independent 
wealth, as a man of interests material and intellectual 
quite removed from Socialism, who still is the glo- 
rious failure that any present day Socialist must be 
here in America. I hold forth great love and admira- 
tion to him for the idealism he holds forth to such as 
me. I mention with the same reverence Norman Tho- 
mas who might have hob-nobbed with the congrega- 
tion of a Rockefeller Church on Fifth Avenue and worn 
success as a golden halo and a gilt-lined wallet. I 
can give you Morris Berman, who as a material suc- 
cess has no more right to be a Socialist from the view- 
point of accepted standards, than I have to murder a 
Nicaraguan farmhand from a Socialist viewpoint. Yet 
he and his beloved wife have devoted their lives to 
the movement with a modesty and self-sacrifice that 
would astound any Yelper of Success. Oh, I could 
keep up five columns of inspirational folks whom the 
world will set down as failures, just because the 
ideal they are spending their lives for has reached no 
success ... as yet. 

No, Comrade J. H., failure that I am, I still have 
accepted no bludgeoning of chance. I walk unbowed, 
but my head is not bloody. And perhaps, you may in 
time see the beauty I have seen in the life and death 
of Gene Debs, the most inspiring failure of our time. 
Or in life and deeds of our living, indomitable com- 
rades who keep failing, failing, failing, until a whole 
nation and a world of whole nations unite into the only 
success worth whole .. . International Socialism. Nor 
will it be just a pretty paradox to say, that only such 
failures such as we Socialists are today to a success- 
worshipping werld, shall have brought it to reality... 


S. A. de Witt. 
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